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Heb. xiti. Verſe xv. 
Þy Hi im therefore let us offer the Sacri- 


fice of Praiſe to God continually ; that 
15, the Fruit of our Lips,giving thanks 


to Hrs Name ; or. Confe MY to Hu 


| Þ FN; As the Margin rea 5 more 
agreeable tothe Greek. 


d RR ADE] - E have an Altar in the Tenth 
8 z 


TAR (7 Verſe, and in thiswe have 
LINN (- 5 a Sacrifice: - But what Al- 
.& ; VS 3 tar, and what Sacrifice ? / 
7 * . for they are _ ſcandalous 


| SEEN hs words, For the Altar,: let 
- that fall; the? acrifice cannot ſupport 1 it: But 
for the Sacrifice, whereof weare now to treat, 
itis,T confels,a word of offence,becauſe there 
_;20Es; under. the nameof a, Chriſtian Sacrifice, 
that which our Church calls a blaſphemous fable, Ar.6 
| and dangerous deceit. Should F — you with- 
Az2 out 
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| | | : | 3 | Gs er 
out any Caution upon that fear and danger 


in Satrificing, it would beto little purpoſe to 
offerat the commending of any: For weare 
too often troubled more with words, than 
what they {ignifie. And therefore as the Ora- 
zor adviſeth, when ſuch a caſe ſhall happen Mi- 
tigandas eſſe prius aures ; ſomewhat OT be ſaid 
beforehand to remove a prejudice that will fall 
upon all that ſhall be laid after. That which 


the Article ſpeaks of ts the Sacrifice of the Maſs, 
wherein the Prieſts.of that Sacrifice ſay, That 
Chriſt himſelf is really ſacrificed for the quick and 
dead : And for want of this,our Churchis not | 
by themallowed to have-either Prieft or Sa- 


crifice. | 

'T is true, we pretend not to that Myſtical 
Art and Chymiltry. to turn the Elements of 
| Bread and Wine into the Natural Body and 
Blood of Chriſt, by which alone they make 
_ themſelves Priefts, and Him the Sacrifice. I 


put.in no claim therefore from this Text.either - 


_ tothat Prieſt,” or this Sacrifice, but! yet toa 
right in both, but both of another kinde : 
For the Sacrifice, the Text is clear, and' the 
Prieſt follows of courſe ; there can be no'Sa- 
crifice without htm. - And it is as clear too, 
That it snot the Sacrificeofthe Maſs,though 
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Chriſt himſelf be i 
meet with in the-Text, By him. | Hereandeed 
he is, but not in the quality of a Sacrifice to be 
offered, as in the Maſs,whereof he 1s the Mat- 
ter, but asa Mediator only. It 1s not Him, but 
By him we are to offer. 

Now ſeeing we may be ſecure,it is not that 
we might poſlibly fear; let us ſee what it is 
we may fafely, and muſt neceſſarily per- 
form. © | 

We are fir{t to offer a Sacrifice ro God, 

2. That for the kind, is Euchariſtical, not 
Proputiatory. L 3298; 

3. The Matter of it is to be, not the Fruit of 
our Fields, or of our Flocks, but of our Lips. 
4.Not every fruit that grows upon the lips, 


4 
. 
c ” 


but YHNEw! oMoAoyuluy lips Confeſing to his ( 3.e. | 


Gods ) Name. © | 

5. This confeſling here isnot of him,(though 

that be otherwiſe neceſlary ; for he that denies 
him, ſhall be denied by him ) but To him, and 
that makes it a Sacrifice. 

6. It muſt be 7 Him, and not to any Crea- 
ture, Saint, or Angel, Praiſe them we may, 
but offer a Sacrifhce of praiſe, we muſt not. 

-.Itisnota Sacrifice to be done at ſtarts,and 
upon occaſions, but continually, a daily S acrifice. 
| 8.It 
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B, It-ist0 þe offeredby Him, thatis.by Chrifls 3 
- merits and-mediation.” Tis that which gives, power 
and efficacy to ths and all ourJervices,which 
would be nothing worth, if we came in our 
own:names. 
Laſtly, You have the Reaſon, why all 
- this, -Fherefore and that ſends us :-back to the | 
Twelfth Verle, :Fherefore Jeſus, that he might 
ſanflifaerbe plecbyi bis ;Bloed, ſuper ed without the 
Gate. That he ſuffered for us, and that; he 
ſuffered withont the Gate,are the reaſons, why 
by him, .and why of ar. »By him, becaule by the 
ſacrificing of himſelf, he made our Pore: 
God. -By-bim,therefore let. ys. offer the ſacrifice of 
praiſe to God for:it. :And why of us ? Becauſ;be 
ſuffered without the Gate ; : whither the Jews.that 
were within the Gate:muſt.go out and follow 
| him,. inthe next Verſe, leaving ther Gryand 
Sanctuary. And:wethe Gentiles that are with- 
out-the Gate already,-may find him in.qur 
own Territories; that ſo,both. Jemand Gen- 
tile 6#02oy8916 joyntly. together, as/ the. word 
amports, | May. :cenfeſs. to..che honour of , his 
Name. | ; | 
' + Andas Therefore:carries.in it the reaſonof 
our duty, {0 it doth in that.lame accommioda- 
tion it hath to the-time :: For this 1s Paſsion 
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th; P, — Fer res. +4 | 
Sitiday ; ad why fo called;we learn from Fu- 
pertins id others; becauſe the Jaws on this day 
met together, to" conſult of and contriye he 
death of ow Lord , which,not many days after, 
they effected. 

f will cot be fit (1 confeſs ) for that reaſon, 
to anticipate the Medi:ations proper to that So- 
terminity. - Yet asnow the Paſsion was in Prec- 
paration and conception by them, it will be 
fo far a Keep! ng of time With itzf weallonow 
ſhall prepare a Sherifice of prailefor it, that 
We ri\ay'be fit then'tohonorGod byonteſimg 
to'his Natne, the ondertul rexcies and nn- 
ſpeakable benefits We rective!by the Paſir 
und Refurrectitiofody Lov. 

"By Mims therefire le6 us offer the'$acrificesftP raiſe 
Gol coiaual ly, that is, "the "Frearef onr tips, con- 
feſing to his Nine 

- that we may the better [perform our 

rfice of Praiſe, + Lebwhy hinealſo offer-a\Sacrt: 


ſe Prayer,” "GC. 


"Hat we kre'to offer a "SACRIFICE 
God," 1s here: {o-plaitily: etyoyned, arid ſo 
paztall deſcribed, beth: forwaner and-mar- 
Grchviflaice, "thit one would think 
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ſtrange it ſhould be contemned by any. But 
for our ſelves,if we would be clear in this mar- 
ter ( as cvery good man ſhould deſire to be ) it 
is fit we.call-our ſelves to account when, and 
how we perform it. + | 
The Ancient and Primitive Church ( of whom 
this may beſt be learned ) did,in conſcience of 
their duty herein,compole ſeveral Liturgies,that 
by them they might have a Publick lat Sacri- 
e for the honor and worſhip of God; as that 
of St7 James at Feruſalem, St. Marks at Alexan- 
dria;” after that, St. Chryſoſtoms at Antioch, St. 
Baſils at Caſaria, St. Gregories at Rome ; andin- 
deed;there was no Church without one. They 
that wrote Apologies for the Chriſtians, being of 
the Heathen accuſed of Atheiſm, becauſe they 
were never ſeen to offer ſacrifice to the Gods 
for anſwer to that, had recourſe to this Sacri- 
fice of Praiſe in the. Text. ww 
The Copies of thoſe Ancient Liturgies, as 
they come now to our hands, have nodoubt 
{uffered the fate of time, that is, ſome changes, 
.by which the prepoſigtous;zeal of ſome' hath 
overcharged them with;numerous, and ſome- 
times ſuperſtitious Adjlitione;-yet the ſubltance 
Aud intendment of-then. yas to, pesform this 
Auty. i Ang. thereforetotr Ghurch,; that never 


a 


uy © F 


"ES 
& . wen 2% G at GE LN OG EET i £ a7 IS 
” 4 ni £F44 IS, H: » Yn ts hot no gd ET - Re WC ©, 7 05, WHO- q ws pn £0 4 - RIES py 
rt, M&A ; - - ME 2 3 Dt : 7, ae Ew 0 INTO ALL. FE "3 bb v3 Fogt- Ad > 264 Ox 
$ - 9 ng v3 WE 8 # />4 EIB 1 Fed. + J #ixrh,  # LI Y ar Rants, 1 5 . TH * 6 KORS ae. 5 She V* 34 {4 by "1% & 
A Shs des nds 25 Pt 24 3.5 et Ts _— *z Los 1's ot LS Ee, © 20 208 — Cl a Ly Pi bike Set: * » = —_ 
Y DIET as” SEE Lge oy... OA g " £ a3 Son Ret © $5 "BS 1 1 f a Wb SY A Ln Is F _—_ c , "LAT 
5 - . SIE RS tes ok Jes v4 & IF © 0 Ige: * Ed) 1 ay F HY JIN: <4 CIO en 6 Sr "y 
PAT a A x34 be” RS © F 4 ” ” Res 2-4 + "A 4 C Fn 
b, - SZ s 
, - :&-F7 @ 


= 


was of the:-mind: to fling away ' Chaff and 


Corn, bothy'at once, That they might-not "M 


want what all Churches ever had ; ſo ordered 
our Titurgie, that by it we might with ſafety 
and true devotion, daily Sacrifice to the praiſe 
and honorof God. Wherein they have tol- 
lowed, not only the Precept, but Pater alſo 
from this Text, as by a ſhort parallel between 
them, may vilibly appear ; as firſt, . 

The Text calls us to a'S mo and the Li- |, 
turgie is that Sacrifice. Antioch was theplace 
where Chriſls Diſciplgs yere frit called Chriſti- 
ans.;and Antioch 1s the place where the Chriſtian 


Service is firſt called a Liturgie. We find the Dif+ ag, ,.. 
ciples met tobether at their Liturgje. AcrTepyevleoy Yate. 


Os avTEY To Kupic % vnoTevorlwy, Which we tran- 
ſlate;Faſting and Miniſtring #0 the Lord ; for Mervp- 
yis properly {1gnifies a Publick Miniſtration ; to 
whach;the word uſed by the Church, fits well, 
calling it Common Prayer ; and is ſo expounded 
by St. Luke bimſelf in the next Verſe,VFhen they 
had Faſted and Prayed. This Liturgie or Miniſtring 
to God,rauſt needs be in ſomething for His honor 
and ſervice, which 1s properly a Sacrifice. 

Secondly, As'it18a IoinF-n to God, foto 14 
none: but God.: We call it Divine Service, and 
ſoweuſeit, No Creature, Saint, or Angel, hath 

. MM any 


Verſe 3. 
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any partin it, as in ſome they have. Praiſe + 
them we may for the good ſervice they have 
done the Church ; but offer a 'Sacrifice of Praiſe 
we may not. It was never heard, ſaith St. 
Zuguſline, Offero tibi $ acrificium, Petre,or Paule, 
or Cypriane. And though the invocation of 
them {1mply be not a Sacrifice, yet it is ſuch, 
when uſed in Divine Service in the place of one. 
And that it 1s not heard in our Liturgie,it 1 n0 
doubt, with their good leave and hiking too. 
T he Augel,Rev. 1 9:will anſwer for that Qrder : 
When St. John would, have worſhipp'd tum, 


Dot not ( ſays he ) I am your fellow ſervant. And 
the Apotiles Paul and Barnabas for their Order, 


when the men of Lyftra would have facrificed 
to them, they cried out, Sirs, why do you theſe 
things 4 we alſo are men if the like P aſsions-with you. 
T hat-they are Gods iniends, intitles them to no 
'more thana place in his Court to de him ſer- 
vice, not in his T hrone to receive any. _ And 
therefore that bonor which God hath not given 
to another, we have not giveri to themin our 

Liturgie. | 
Thirdly, The Sacrifice of the Text is Eu- 
chariſtical,. a Sacrifice of Praife, and ſo is our 
Liturgie,  We' pretend to noexpiation or fa- . 
tisfaction for {uns, either of quick or dead : 
| _ We 
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the Lirrgie, onr Sacrifice 1s ſet to no higher 
key, than, Ve praiſe thee, O God, &C. 

.” Fourthly,. In every Sacrifice there mult be 
ſomething offered, and that in the Text is the 
fruit of our Lips : For though the Rootot this 
and every, good ſeryice, mult be mm the hearr, 
yet the fruit mult ſprout outwardly - in the 
lips. For though a vertue may ſometimes be 
accompliſhed 1 the heart only, yet neither 
this nor Prayer it ſelf, if private or mental on- 
ly, ( though otherwiſe of excellent uſe ') will 
amount to a Sacrifice,till itt come into the 
lips; for no proper Sacrifice isinvilible : And 
therefore in our Liturgie, as we pray, that God 
would open our lips; ſo we practiſe when we 
 joyn with the Prieſt in the Confefions and Pſalms, 
and in ſuch things where he alone is not con- 
cerned. | 

Fifthly, It is not every fruit that grows 
upon thelips, is fit to make a Sacrifice, but 
yy EHNEwy oporoyes wr lips that confeſs to his Name. But 
how comes confefſing mpre than any thi 
elſe,torelate toa Sucyiice 2-It is thus. The a 

| 7 


| | . 
 Weowetharto a better Sacrifice. The priceof 
Redemption is greater than any ſervice we can 
do: It colt more to redeem our fonuls,;«we 
muſt ketthat alone for ever ; and therefore in 
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b-- and import of every thing offered to God mn 
E Sacrifice Euchariſtical, isa P rofefſion and Ac- 
; knowledgment of ſome bleſsing beltowed upon 
; the Sacriticer ; and ſoeither expreſly or impli- 
citely is joyned- with' it. As for inſtance; 
At the offcring of the firſt-fruits, they are com- 
manded to make a Confeſsim' in this form. 
Deut-25. Thou fhalt go unto the Prieſt, and ſay thus unto him, 
io I confeſs this day unto the Lord thy Goa, that Iam 
come into the Country which the Lord ſware unto our 
Fathers to give us ; That 1s,in the firſt-fruits they 
confeſs the Land that bore them to be of 
Gods gitt. Now of ſuch confeſſions as thele, 
the whole body and matter of the Liturgie 1s 
framed. | 
i. Our firſt addreſs and approach into Gods 
preſenceis, by a Confeſsign of -our ſins, which 1s 
a putting off our ſhooes with the defilements 
if we have contracted in oor ways ; for the place 
F and preſence 1s holy. - And by this we make 
"id Protefſion and Acknowledgment of Gods per- ' 
tect purity and holineſs, in that we preſume 
not to.come 1nto his preſence, till we firſt put 
off our unclearineſs. # 
2. Then follows the. Abſolution,; and this is an- 
other Conteſſion pf his infinite mercy, that 
be 1s willing to forgive our ſins, and ta 


uſe. 


Hebr. rn. Verſe 15. 
\ x +. . 
uſe the miniſtry of ſinful man, to confer it 


Then we have the Hymns and Pſalms,which 


is a third Confeſſion to his Name, whereby we 
do with chearful and thankful hearts,acknow- 
ledge him to be the Author of all the good we 
enjoy, or hope for. © 

For Leſſons we have the Scriptures read,and 
they are written for our learning : In that we 
confeſs, God to be our infallible Teacher, to 
whoſe Oracles we ſubmit to be guided, both in 
faith and manners. | 

And becauſe the Rules of both lie diffuſed 
through the whole body of Scripture,we have 
them ſumm'd up in the Creeds and Decalogue. 
In the Creeds we acknowledge our faith in his 
wiſdom, who hath ſo myſteriouſly contrived 


the means and way of our Salvation,before un- * 


known to Men and Angels : And inthe Deca- 


hbgue we confel(s his Dominion, T hat he is our 


Lawgiver ; and to that our Patron allo, not on- 
ly gives us Laws but Grace, and hearts to keep 
them. | 

In the Collefs, Prayers, and Supplications, for 


the ſupply of our wants and neceſfities,as well - 


temporalas ſpiritual, we acknowledge every 
good gift, and every perfe8 giving to come down from 
the Father of lights. | But 
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Of Pravert to God, 
But the chief of all the Confeſſions'i 1 that 


for which our Saviour inſtituted a Sacrament. 


Do this in remembrance of me ; that is, in Com- 


- memoration and Acknowledgment of what 


he by his blood hath purchaſed for us: For 
we mult not thick, as ſome do, that a Sacra- 
meryg ſhould be inſtituted for relief only of a 
bad memory, like a thred tied about the fin- 
ger»; but ſolemnly to celebrate the memory of 
the greateſt of bleſſings that God ever beſtow- 
ed upon men ; the Redemption of our Souls by 
the blood of his dear Son: And therefore this 
Confeſsion carries away from all the reſt, the 


 nameof an Euchariſt, a_Sacrifice of Praiſe and 


V1. 


Thankſgiving. 

| By this we ſee the matter of the Sacrifice of 
the Text fulfilled in the Liturgie by Confeſsing to 
his Name. 

[The next thing to be obſerved 1s, the circum- 
fiance of time when this Sacrifice is to be offer- 
cd, andthat is continually. In conformity to 
this, our Service 1s a continual daily facrifice, 
a Morning and Evening Prayer. And though the 
greateſt benefit of this belon gs to thoſe that 
daily attend it; yet becauſe it is the Publick 
Sacrifice of the hk all that are Members of 


that have their part and rd m it,” though 


they 


preſent are intitled to the benefit as a Sacrifice 
offered by them ; the abſent asa Sacrifice oftered 
for them. For this 1s. our juge Sacrificium that 
is perpetually burning upon the Altar, for 
the ſervice of God, and in behalf of every 
member of the Church, that . doth not ponere 
obicem, ſet a bar upon himſelf by his walfal 
neglect of it, and oppolitionto jt. 

Laſtly, By him weare to offer; *'T1s his me- 
rit ard mediation. that crowns the Sacrifice. 
In vain ſhould finful man approach ſo great a 
Majeſly in his own Name ; but by him who 
hath made our peace with God, and ſanflified us by 
his blood, we may find acceſs to him. This 
by him gives the Characteriſtical diflerence of 
the Chriſtian ſacrifice trom all others; for other- 
wiſe the Sacrifice of Praiſe was common to all 
times before, and under the Law. You find 
in many Pſalms a Sacrifice of Praiſe and 
Thankſgivin g,\but in none of them hy him, in 
Chriſts name. Hitherto ye have asked nothing in 
my Name { lays our Saviour.) but hereafter his 
Name wall give vertue and efhcacy to all our 
ſervices: And therefore to. gain fo gracious. 
an Advocate, with the- Father,, our Prayers and 
SupplicatiSns are in the Litwreie offered up in 

Ro, - . tus 
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+ they beabſent, Yet not.in equal meafure. The 
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his Name, concluding always, By the merits of 
our Lord Feſus Chriſt. | | 


- # Hus you ſee the Text : exemplified 
throughout 1n the Liturgy ; and the Litur- 
gie theretore warranted by the Text. I could 
not promiſe my felt time enough. to take a 
view of all the particulars, I have therefore 
reduced that I have to ſay at this time; to this 
one Obſervation in gros. 


- 


T hat our Liturgie or Common Prayer 


a true Sacrifice to God, for the praiſe 
and honor of Hts Name. 


And to this I ſhall not beg the aflent of 
thoſe that like it not, but require it; and by 
the authority of the ſame Apyſile in another 
place, Rom. 15.8. where we read, T hat Jeſus 
Chriſt was a Miniſter «f the Circumciſion for the truth 
of God, to confirm the promiſe made unto the Fathers. 
Now what that pronuſe was, he tells us in 
the next verſe. That the Gentiles might glorifie 
God for his mercy, as it is written, For FM cauſe I 
will confeſs to thee among the Gentiles, and ſing 
praiſes unto thy Name. . Here are Confeſſions, 

| | C and 


es PF Phe OM Ws 
ak © « Wal RF "EO 


ins es Sent y £4. ba PII” 5a 7 be bd aaa 3s A 2. Ae + .-— bees de 8 2 
fa L © IS tx Eee PIT EEO Bo EEE ant > WR OO ee "I TOVRn OE F- Rte wy” . _ V I 
a «<P ©%F G os REL TY + SILLS «. Wor 24 he Re Yb 4 PW "IP * vl 0-2 bY 8 w Wu "> : So x 0” 7% $5 2 Re 
5 K OK be bbs an bs NES, BEA ro INT WS - 

3d %. gue” ef #S at xo +: A 4x” . % Wa - : 'S I 

2, EEE TEE” - ” s £5. « 
—_— « ® = 

: : L * 4 - SS 
'Ce I2 I ; 


and praiſes, and Singing, by which God is to 
be glorited among the Gentiles : They that 
will be Chriſtians upon other terms,do in effect 
make God a lier, who promiſed it ſhould be 


ſo. 


And yet: they that would not have it ſo, 


are very many, and of many ſorts;and though 
I cannot think the worſe of it, that it lies un- 
der a popular diflike ; yet becauſe it is no ill 
way of learning our duties by the folly of thoſe 

that oppoſe it, I ſhall give you a ſhort account 


of them. 


The ATHEIST firſt charges it with fuch 
weapons as he hath, ſcornand drollery * That 
theſe-Forms, and Ceremonies, and Pageantry of 
worlhipping God in Liturgies, is but a trade in- 
vented by the Prieſts, to get their living, and 
according to the priviledge of Inventors, they 
claim a Monopoly, that they only may have the 


offering of that Sacrifice. 


It 18not ſtrange, that they who have not God 
in their hearts, as the Prophet” David fpeaks of 
thoſe fools, ſhould have any facrificein their 


lips for him, 


In this only, I confeſs, they are 


no fools.” Tf there be no! God, we need not 
trouble our ſelves about a Sacrifice ; but- if 
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there be a God, let them take the fool again ; 


for 
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for Sacrifice 18 his due. Never was any Nation 
ſo barbarous;that fancied a Deity,but thought 
it neceſfary to make ſome teſtification and ac- 
knowledgment of it by Sacrifice. 

To theſe we may joyn the whole Herd of 
SECT ARIES, who are but a kind of 
godly Atheifis. When the late ſtorm that raged 
amoneglt us, brought with it thoſe Locuſts that 
over-{pread the Nation ; though their whole 
buſweſs was to deſtroy, yet of all moſt viru- 
lently the Publick Service of the Church. And 
hence it1s, that in the practice of their devo- 
tions, you ſhall find nothing that lookMAke the 
offering Of a Sacrifice of praiſe for the honor of God : 


But their meeting together, 1s only to tell one 


- another their dreams and ridiculous phanties, 


belying the holy Spirit an hour or two, and 
then depart. And fo I leave them. 

And come to another ſort of enemies, whom 
I intend more particularly to call to an ac- 
count, and the rather, becauſe they feem-to 
allow of a Publick Sacrifice of praiſe, as far as a 
freeDirefory will go ; but for a ſet and ſtinted 
Liturgie ( as they call it ) they haveit in abom+- 
nation, as appears by the heap of accuſations 


they bring againſt it. 


I; That 


bo - 
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T.. That it is apolluted unclean thing. 5 
2. That it is adead Sacrifice. 


3. A Book-ſervice of the Letter, and mt_ of the 


Spirit. | 
4. A Childiſh. | 
5. Confuſed. : 
6. Improper, impertinent ſervice, | 
_ 7. A tedious ſervice. . hs 
' 8. A lameſacrifice, full of defefs. 
And laſtly, A blinde one, that edifies Not. 
All this dirt and filth they caſt upon it, 1s 
ealily'wiped oft with a right underſtanding 
of this only general Doctrine of the Text, 


That it is a ſacrifice of praiſe 10 God for the honour of 


His Name. | 

Firlt, They ſay it is a polluted unclean thing, 
taken out of the Popiſh Miſſal and Breviary : 
But if it be truly according to the patern in 
the Text, as ye have heard, a Sacrifice of praiſe 
to God, WE need not be troubled through 
what hands it paſſed before it came to us : For 
as "m_ are not alhamed to confeſs that our Fe- 
ligi 1s not a new, but Reform'd Religion . fo, 
nor -need we be aſhamed to fay, —— 
God, not by a — Liturgie: An 
ſo our Faith and Worſhipare both ofa piece,and 
both as old as the Text. 


<© 1 Secondly, 
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Secondly, - They fay it'1s a dead Sacrifice, 
made up of empty Forms and Ceremonies, void 
of that life and affection which is neceſlary in 
Gods ſervice. If there be that want of affte&tion 
in our Prayers, 'it is a fault, he where it may : 
But certainly the Forms are not guilty of it. It 
1s injuſtice to require that 1na Sacrifice, which 
belongs on} to him that offers it. The 
Church that compoſed the Forms cannot create 
affeflion. If we come to this Sacrifice and leave 
our hearts behind us, I know where the blame 
mult he. ST 

But you will fay, you do not accuſe Ser 
Forms, for want of life in themſelves, but that 
by the continual repetition of the ſame things, 
they be-dead afettion in thoſe that ſhould have 
it. And how, I pray, ſhould that be ? Ifthe 
ſenſe of real wants and bleſsings, which are al- 
ways the ſame, canfiot keep up our affections, 
how ſhould a new. ſet of words do it? Can 
we 1magine that God ſhould be taken with va- 
riety andſhutt of phraſes, or that the affection 
that takes heat from them, wall render the ſer- 
vice more acceptable to God ? FR 

And tr when they complain that 
their devotion 1s tired with nothing but Al. 
wrighty and moſt merciful Father, 1n the Morning ; 
|  *Y and 
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Lamb again at evening ; and the ſame over again 
every day 1n the year. When our Sarwur at his 
lait agony in the Garden, three_times retired 
humſelf from his Diſciples to pray, he uſed {ill 
' the ſame form of words without any change, 
St. Matth. 26.4 4 .And who dares ſay he want- 
ed ability to vary his prayer,or can ſay, he want- 


ed affectim;though he did not? For as St.Luke ,, | ,. 
relates it, He prayed ſo earneſtly, that his ſwet wag 22.44 


as it were great drops of blood falling down to the 
ground , wn then ſure there was no want. of 
affection ; for when our zeal 1s at the hotteſt, we 
do not uſe to {wet at our prayers. 


I goon to a third charge; That Set forms, 1IL. 


inſtead of helping us, hinder the Spiyn by 
which we ſhould pray. The truth is, Such 
as the Spirit may be,and too often uſcth to be, 
it ought rather to be bound with chains, than 
left at liberty ;- under a Form. of Praying, to 
Libel their Governors,or whom, or what they 
ſe to bring into hatred with the people: 
But for the true Spirit of Prayer, that cannot 
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' betyed with words: For they are utterly maſ- 


taken that think the Spirit ot Prayer, ſupplies 
any defect of words or phraſes ; tor that very 
Text of St. Paul,whereon they ground it,con- 
futes them; Rom.8. 26. The Spirit helpeth our in- 


firmities, But in what? not in words ; for 


what the Spirit ſupplies are there ſaid to be 
ceppnTa» Not ſpoken at Wa or, aswe tranſlate it, 
which cannot be uttered, What then doth it ſup- 
ply ? It maketh interceſsion for us with groans,which ; 
cannot be uttered. The true Spirit of Prayer 
conſiſts in groans, in zeal, and fervency ; and 
that, where it is, will animate. and put life 
into any Form of+Prayer. They who call 
Formgof ther own making, or borrowing, 
can'd without Book, Praying by the Spirit, | 
do both cheat the people, and blaſpheme the 
A Fourth Objection 1s, That it is but a 
Bookeacrifce, a. eading-Service, which 
any child may do. /They complain it ſeems 


of caſe : If God ſhopild require a harder thing 
of us, as no doubt there are many harder 
things tobe done, do them we muſt. _ The 
ealineſs lays the greater obligation upon us: 
How ridiculous would this exception a 

- againſt the Zegal Sacrifices! A Butcher could 
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Hevr. 13. Perſe 15. 
kill and dreſsa Lamb, as well asa Prieff, This 
is a falſe, deceitful weight. Gods ſertice is not 
to be weighed by the labor of doing, but by 
the relation to hum, for whorn it 18 done : And 
therefore King Solomon,when, by the advice of 
his Father upon his death-bed, he call'd to ac- 
count the chief Leaders in the rebellion of 4- 
doniah, as Joab that commanded in chief, and 
Abiathar the High Priefl, made no queſtion of 
putting a and Joah to death ; but for 
Abiathar,though he deprived him of his office, 
yet he ſpared his life. And why? he gives 
no other reaſon but this, Becauſe he bore the Ark 
before his Father David. But was that a work of 
fach merit and difficulty ? Could not any 
Porter do as much ? it was but carrying of a 


Cheſt. Solomon did not take his meaſure by 


that. That Sacred Cheſt, the Ark, was a Symbol 


of Gods preſence ; it. had relation to his Ser- 
Tice, Jan that he preferred before his own ; 
for Adeniah was his Brother of the half-blood, 
and Jab his colin-german. 4 
- Youthat are the Kings ſerrants here 1n Court, 
do not weigh the merit and hanor of your 
places, which you juſtly have, by the pains 
and difficulty of your ſervice, which we know 
m- many 1s little enough, but by the great- 
| Ss neſs 
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Of Prayer to God; 
neſs of the Maſter for whom you do it. Chil- 
dren may be able to read the Book, but not 
therefore fit to offer the Sacrifice. _ _ © + 

They are troubled with the rude, confuſed 
noiſe that is made by the people.in anſwering 
to the Confeſsions-and Pſalms. It ſeems their ears 
are as tender as their conſciences, and both a- 
hke out of tune : For this isa Publick Sacrifice, 
6pooynrs 1n the Text, i.e. a Confeſsing together. 
Now there can be no communication of men 
together, but by ſpeech, and therefore of ne- 
ceſlity 1t muſt be the Fruit of our Lips. But 
whule we, in obedience to that, pray God to open 
our Lips, they teach the- people to ſhut them. - 
They take it very ill, that they are filenced, 
though they deſerve it, and yet ſtick not to 
lilence the whole Congregation, without any of- 
fence or fault of theirs, | 

They ſay it is an improper and impertinent 


 Servige : We uſe ſuch Hymns and Pſalms for 


- 
< 


our Praiſes ahd Thankſgiviqgs as are not proper 
and appliable to us: For how can any one 
that 15a Man, fay in the Magnificat, Thou haſt 
regarded the lowlintſs of thy handmaid ? Or how 
can it be.ſcaſonable for all, eſpecially young 
men;to ſay-1n the Nunc dimittas, - Lord. now let thy 
ſervant depart in peace. - 7 5 | 
For 


For anſwer to this, and the reit-of that 
kind: It is but turning to the Do&rine of the 
Text, as we have done in all the reſt. The 
Liturgie is the ChurchesPublick Sacrifice of Praiſe, 
and 1n that we are not only to give thanks for 
bleſsings immediately conferred upon our per- 
ſons, but upon us with the whole Church, 
by the intervention of others. For in the Bleſ- 
ſed Virgin we do all partake of the grace done to 
her, being taken to be' the Mother of our Lord. 
And in old Simem we rejoyce at the ſight of that 
ſalvation, which was a Light to us Gentiles, as well 
as aglory to the people of Iſrael. 
- They are offended with the length of the. 


Service, which makes it not only zediour in 


it ſelf, but injurious alſo by hindring the 
Sermon. To meaſure the length firſt : If we 
lay our line to it, you willnot find it fo. It 
takes up but a very ſhort part of the whole 
time which God has beſtowed upon us; of 
which enough we have, and too much we 
take many times for our reſt and ſleep;enough 
for our own neceſlary buſineſs, rx. a good 


portion beſides for our pleaſures and lawful de- 

lights. Can wethinkan hour or two ſpared 

outof all this, too long for Gods ſervice ? or a 

Lamb too mach for him, who has beſtowed 
| 'n 
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the whole flock upon us? The tediouſneſs which 
is cauſed by the length of the Serzice, is cured 
by the end. . It mult needs bea leſs trouble to 
us, if we conlider it to be an honor for God. To 
fay no more, How can we think thoſe Prayers 
too long, in which we our ſelves ſue for eter- 
_—. 
Nevertheleſs, if the length of the Liturgie 
ſhould, as they ſay, prove a hinderance to 
Preaching, 1 had fo much the leſs to ſay for it : 
But how that ſhould be, I underſtand not. 
The Wiſe man aſſures us, there is a time - all 
z:ings, and fure then there 1s a time for two 
things, Prayer and Preaching both. But pol- 
{ibly we may be ſo ſurpriſed, that there 1s. not 
time for both ; The Caſe of Conſcience here will 
be, which of them may beſt be ſpared. The 
Prayers are to God;the. Sermons to us ; the Pray- 
ers for Gods hon, the Sermons for our profit. 
In this caſe, I think I may fafely leave every 
man to be his own Caſuilt, and goon to the 
next. | | 
. Itis defeFive, and ſoalame Sacrifice, How 
inconſiſtent are their complaints, and how 
hard are they to be pleaſed ?It is both too long 
and too ſhort. They mean .it 1-too long in 
the whole, and tooſhort'in the parts. In the 
Bo Confeſſion 


(w 


en + Hebr. n.Ferſers. bs 
Confeſſion of ſms, in the T hankſgivings, m the 
Collects, many material things omitted. The 
- Scriptures read in broken pieces, and not in 
order. OTE, B 

T heſe would not be counted defects, if we 
conſider their end and uſe in the Liturgie, which 
isto be a Sacrifice of praiſe to God, for that 1s 
ſufficiently attained by them as they are there 
uſed. | 

It 1strue, if we reſpect theſe duties 1n refer- 
ence to their immediate proper effects, the com- 
mon Forms are inſufficient ; for no man-may pre- ' 
ſume of Remiffion of ſins, unleſs he confeſs to 
God the particulars wherein he hath offended. 
Nor can be truly thankful to him for the bleſ- 
ſings, whereof he makes no-particular acknow- 
ledgment : Nor canattain toa full and clear 
knowledge of the Scriptures, that reads not all, 
and in order. All this 1s ealily granted. 
+» Butthey are utterly muſtaken in the uſe ofa © 
Liturgie, that would have it to be a common lore 
to furniſh out evehy duty and vertue, any fur- 
ther than to ſerve for the publick honoring, 
and praiſing of God : For if particulars ſhould 
be named, wherein all: are not concerned, 
how can they 'truly. and heartily ſay Amen? 
And lkewiſe, when ſome portions only of | 
X D 2 Scripture 
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| Scriptureare read, it 1 to ſuit the preſent oc- 


caſion and ſolemnity.And for particular Con- 
feſsions and. Thankſgivings, 1f men were ſo well- 
affected, and ſo well-acquainted with their own 
Souls, as they ſhould be; when general words 
are uſed, they may if they pleaſe, refle& up- 
on their own particulars ; and fo render the. 
Publick Service, an advantage alfo to their pri- 
vate intereſt and profit. | 

I will add but one exception more. They 
ſay it is a blind Sacrifice, and edifies mr. 


' Toedifieisto contributeto the building of us 


up in faith or godlineſs , and then not edifying, the 
meaning mult be, that it is good for 7. nay 
And truly, if it be ſo, it 1s but reaſon we 
(ſhould part with it. * : | 
But pony whentthey ſay, It doth not edifie 
it may have ſome other meaning in it. The 
may lay it edifies not, becauſe they like it not, 


or are not pleaſed and ſatisfied with the uſe of 
it; or, which. is nearer the true meaning of 


the word, there 1s nothing of inſtruction in it, 
which they have not heard a thouſand times 
before.  - | 

They who come to Prayers for theſe ends, 
may mdeed be difappointed, becauſe they 
come without their errant, 1 his isa Sacrifice 


554 for 
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we have no cauſe to complain. A Sermon, I 
confeſs, may fit our turns better in both theſe 
reſpe&s, if it be as it ſhould be : It is no doubt 
a more pleaſing entertainment of the time, 
if it be to edifie our liking ; and fitter for in- 
| ſtruction, if it beto edife our learning. But 
then to ſay, Divine Service doth not thus edihie, 
is to blame the Prayers, becauſe they are not a 
Sermon, You would take it ill, as well you 
might, 1f I ſhould except againſt Sermons, be- 
cauſe they are not Prayers, i.e. a Sacrifice of 
praiſe for the worſhip of God, as certainly 


they are not. But let both have their dues, 


and they are both good edifiers, The Sermon 
of Faith and Knowledge, the other of the Praiſe 
and Worſhip of God. | 

Yea, that part, which, of all the reſt, ſeems 
leaſt to edihe, The Hymns, and Pſalms, and 
Anthems with Muſick, edihie the praiſe of God. 
I will praiſe the name of God with a ſong, and mag- 
nifie it with thankſoiving, Pſal. 69. 30. Yea, the 
very inſiruments themſelves: have their part in 
praifing God. Therefore will I praiſe thee, - and 
thy faithfulneſs, O God, playing, upon an Inſirument 
of Muſick. nto Thee will I fing upon the Harp, O 
thou holy One of Iſrael, Pſal, 51. 20. This per- 

4 E | haps 


| 27 
for the praiſe and honor of God ; if it edifiesthar, 
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haps may be allowed to David, to uſe the Art 
wherein he excelled, and may agree with the 
Jewiſh ſervice, but not with the Chriſtian, Nay 


Rom15.B. St. Paul, in the place I named before, aſſures 


us, Thatit was a promiſe made to the Fathers, 
that Chriſlians ſhould ſo glorihe God, by Con- 
feſfing to Him, and $ inging to His Name, the 
very S inging 1s not omnutted ; and that not of 
Him only, but 7 Kim , which ſeems ſo ridi- 
culous to ſome, to ling our Prayers, or any 
thing that is offered to God : But it did not fo 
to him that knew 1t better, Pſal. 104. 33. 
I will fing unto the Lord, as long as Ilive, I will 
ſing m_ unto my God, while 1 have my being. 
What ever others think, he was reſolved to . 
liveand die in it. | | 
I ſhall trouble you with no more of their 
Objefims : Theſe only I have taken out of a 
greater heap, becauſe they are ſuch, as con- 
front the Plain Dofrine, and Letter of the Text, 
and are the moſt popular inſinuatims wherewith 
unwary people have been deluded. 
But you wall ſay, though we ſee no reaſon * 
to approve of theſe men, yet have we not reaſon. 
to pity them? For they are content to loſe 
their Livings for their Cinſciences, What they 
loſe, I cannot ſay; but for pitying them, I 
. £4 ſhould 


od abt 3d. I: 
» 


- 


yy _  Hebr. 12. Verſe 15. 
ſhould be apt enough, if I did not ſee fome 


Gallants venture more for a young wanton 
Miſtreſs, than others for a chaſt and ſober 
wife. Ifthey be ſo fond of their new Direcro- 
ryand Covenant, as young lovers are in the firſt 
heat of their afection, who ſay, That they had 
rather beg together, than part ; who can 
help it ? Yet I will hope that a little more 
time, and a little leſs Indulgence, which uſes 


to make the one, will make the other wiſer 


too. 

And ſo I leave them, and come to Our 
ſelves, whoſe Judgments have not been fo far 
corrupted as to be enemies to the [iturgie; yet, 
I know not how, ſomething hath ſo poiſoned 
our Aﬀections,that we-are not ſo good friends 
to it as might be wiſhed, We care but little 
to come to it, and have as little reſpe&t when 
we areatit; we fit it out, ortalk it out, ſo 
as nothing ſeems to be more 1mpertinent, and 
wherein we are leſs concerned, than in this 
Service. Why will you go to Church? fay 
they ; there's nothing but Prayers. That is mn 
words at length, There's nothing but prailing 
and honouring God. £ | 

It 1s not poſſible, that any could be thus 
bold with their Creator, if they did not de- 


cerve 
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ceive themſelves with a perſwaſton- that a full 
amends may be made him another way. 
T hat obedience to Gods Commands, a ver- 
tuous and godly hfe is the beſt Sacrifice, He . 
that keepeth the Law, faith the Son of Sirach, 
bringeth Offerings enough. And David, an Au- 
thor of more credit, teils us of a Sacrifice of 
Righteouſneſs. And the Apoſtle in this chap- 
ter, To do good and to communicate forget not, E 
with ſuch ſacrifices God is well pleaſed, Theſe are, 
and every other act of Vertue,may be a Sacri- 
fice, and God honoured by them : But yet not 
ſuch as will ſerve to ſatishe the Duty of the 
Text. The Sacrifice of obedience is Merapho- 
rical, i. e. God accepts it as well as if it had 
been a Sacrifice, that is, ſomething given to 
himſelf. But the Sacrifice of praiſe is proper 
without a Metaphor. The original word 
voi,  T confeſs, imports ſomething to be de- 
ſtroyed, but that 1s meer accidental to the no- 
tion of Sacrifice. It doth diſtinguiſh the kind, 
but not conſtitute the nature of it, which is 
accompliſhed by oftering ſomething to God 
in acknowledgment of him. And for this 
uſe, the fruit of our lips is as proper, as the 
fruit of our flocks, or of our {ds ever 
were. | | 

So 
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 Solikewiſe the honor which God receives 
from our obedience, differs from that of Sa- 
crifice; for that is only of conſequence, and 
by argumentation, 3. e. It ſuits with the na- 
zureand will of God; as we ſay, Good ſer- 
vants are an homor to their Maſters, by re- 
flection : But the honor by Sacrifice is of di- 
rect and ſpecial intendment, it hath no other 
uſe, and 1s a diſtin& vertue from all other 
acts of obedience, and of a different obliga- 


tion. 


- T ſhould not trouble you with theſe nice 
diſtin&tions, if they did not carry with them 
matter of important conſequence ; leaſt a 
neceſſary ſervice ſhould be ſhuffled up, and 
quite loſt in the croud of other duties. For, 
though God hath the honor of obedience and a 
 Tertwous life, if we deny him the honor of a 


Sacrifice belides, we. rob him of his due; _ 


and a greater Sacriledge we cannot commit : 
For that which goes upon the common account 
_ of Sacriledge, robs God only of things dedi- 
cated for his ſervice; ( and yet that crime hath 


fired the neſts of thoſe, that took Coals from 
the Altar,to warm their owaharths ) but this is - 
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the robb1 ng 7 i "_ Service it A to which 
the other 1s but an meſo. 


It isa fallacy, and piece 1 enick ſophi- 
try that cozens the world, for men to think 
themſelves difcharged of one duty by the zeal 
they bear to another, as 1f God were not rob'd 
ſo long as we leave him any thing. 

Now, as it is well worth our care, that this 
Service be not loſt in the crowd of other dries, 
ſo will it be much more, that it be not loſt 


in worſe company, in a throng of ices. 


And loft it wall be, when the vertae of it 1s 
gone. ' - Afruitful land is made barren by the fins of 
them that dwell therein. The fame cauſe will 
make our Prayers as fruitleſs as our fields. To 
honour. God: with our ps, and diſhonour 
him withour 6zes; to be ftri&t at Prayers, 
and loofe to: all diſorders ; The Preshyterian 
preten{10ns cannot make: our Sacrificelo abo- 
aan as our-fins-can.: .'They make God 
lain of that which bethimſelf command- 
xy fai. 1.-11. To what purpoſe is.the multitude of 
your S acrifices unto me, faith the Lord , I am full 
with the burnt offerings of. Rams," and the fat of fed 
Bayfs. And again, Bring no more vain Oblati- 


_ 


ts; Incenfe is an aboneination nntome':: So & wras 
with'the Jews Sacriftce ; and the Chriſtians 
will tare no better,” ver. '1 5. When ye fpread forth 
your bands F will hide mine eyes from. you * yea, and 
when ye make many Prayers F will not hear 
Whence grows the diſplcafure that God takes 
againſt his own Service, . but from this? 
lour hands are full of blood. He will accept no 
Sacrifice from polluted hands. And therefore, 
to reconcile him to his own Service, he puts us 
into this courſe, verſe 16. VPaſh ye, make ye 
clean, put away the evil. of your doings from before 
mine eyes, Ceaſe to do evil, learn to do well, ſeek 
Judgement, relieve the oppreſſed, plead for the 
widow. | 

1t we come thus minded and prepared to 
Gods Altar, and offer the Sacrifice of Praiſe 
to the honour 'of his Name, we may with 
confidence expect, what God in the ſame caſe 
promiſed, 1 Cm. 2. 30. Them that honour me, I 
will honour. | 


Toconclude. All that I have ſaid hitherto 
is only to vindicate Gods Service from con- 
tempt; and to reſtore it to ſome of the reſpe&t 
due toit. And this,though the froward times did 
not need,cannot I hope be thought an il] office 

| E 2 | for 
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for a Sermm, once to be an Advocate for 
Prayer, ſeeing Prayers will always do as 
much for was. Farr an Advocate to God 
to bring down a bleſſing upon it. As the 
Church teacheth us to - ſo let us pray, 


That the words which we have heard with our out- 
ward ears may, $C. £5 O08 


A SERMON 


| Preached before His : 
Majeſty at Whitehall, March 27. 1664. 


Ft M. a Rx 4 24. 
— T ake heed what you hear. 


'O take heed is always good, but 

a moſt neceſſary when danger is 
leaſt ſuſpeRed ; we have therefore 
hs Sa more need to look to our hear- 
ing, becauſe of all other things we may think 
that hath leaſt need of it. If it had been a 
Caveat upon the Tongue, Take heed what 
+ you fay, there is reaſon enough for that ; for 
the tongue is a world of iniquity, it defileth the 
whole body, and fetteth on fire the courſe of 
Nature. But for hearing, that ſeemsa harm- 
leſs innocent thing, meerly paſſive, no man 
the worſe for it : And this makes us {it down 
ſecurely to hear any thing : But rake heed , 


Hearing 


Jam.3.6.. 
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Hearing 1s noſuch harmleſs thing : Though 
hearing Ml, be not dowg ll, yet at length it 
may bring us to it ; it 15a door to ft itin up- 
onus. We axeallfetin the midit of Temp- 
tations and Enemies, and cannot be fate un- 
leſs we have a watch and guard upon the pal: 
lages. 

As Darid, conlidering the miſchiets that 
came by intemperate and unadvis'd ſpeaking, 
wiſely refolv'd to ſet a watch at the door of 
his lips : Dix1, Cuſtogiay ; I ſaid, 1 will take 
heed to my ways, that I offend not with my 
zongue : So another guard will be asneceſla- 
ry at the ear, that nothing go in orout, inat 
the ear, or out atthe mouth, that may betray 
us to:our Enenves: | If we look not toour 
ears, they will foan: become guilty of the 
corruptions of the heart ; - as when we hear 
the flatrerer it corrupts our judgment of our 
ſelves; the tale-bearer or ſlangerer, it cor- 
rupts our jadgment of others. If we heark- 
ento profane, filthy, atheiſtical communica- 
tion, 1t poiſons the whole man; for evi] 
words corrupt good manners. . Thus the ear by 
letting m, may prove as 1ll as the tongue by 
letting out, a world of iniquity too. A. lit- 
tle care here will prevent a great deal of miſ. 


Chief p 


SCAND 4 24 
chief ; take it at large; for it is good for all 
Perſons, for all Places, for all Times. But 
the Caveat of the 'Text comes nearerto ns; 
| follows us to Church, where we think our 
ſelves out of all danger; and yet nearer to 
the very buſineſs we come about, the hearing 
of Gods Word ; an imployment ſo fafe from 
danger, that we think no care isto be taken, 
unleſs jt be to get a place to hear in : For 
concerning this hearing is the advice given 
upon occaſion of the Parable of the Sower, 
that went before, wherein our Saviour him- 
ſelf interprets the \Seed to be God's Word, 
and the Sol in which it was ſown tobe the 
Hearers. Ot four ſeveral ſorts, but one carge 
togood. Itisa great odds, and yet I wiſh 
it were not often greater ; three to one of 
the Hearers miſcarried, and the fault was on- 
ly in the hearing. - It istherefore very ſeaſon- 
able for us that are come to hear, and eſpeci- 
ally at this time of Lenr, when there is more of 
this Seed ſown than at ariy' other time of the 
year, Where the loſs will be more, the care 
{ſhould be greater. Take heed what you hear. 
This 1s the Argument whereof with Gods 
-blefiing we are-now to treat. PEE 

Hog | SOONE, . 7 
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Oncerning our care about hearin g, it 

will not be amiſs to beſtow the firſt 
part of it about the meaning of the Words. 
St. Luke relates the ſame pallage with ſome 
difference. 

Tade heed how your hear. That which 1s 
quid here, is quomodo there. The difficulty 
will be, Whether St. Mark ſhould expound 
St. Luke, or St.Luke St. Mark * for in relating 
matter of fa&t, the truth muſt be one, though 
the words differ : And yet the words do not 
ſo difter, but that in Scripture the one is 
ſometimes taken for the other, - quid for quo- 
modo, and quomodo for quid: Gen. 2. 16. God 
brought all the beaſls of the field and fouls of 
the air to Adam, to ſee what he would call them. 
What, that is How; there is quid for quomods. 
On the other ſide, Luke 10. 26. we have quo- 
modo for quid : VVhat is written in the Law? 
how readeſi thou * How, that is, VPhat readeſl 
thou ? 

Though this promiſcuous uſe of the phra- 
ſes will ſerve to reconcile the Evangeliſts, that 
they might mean the ſame thing in diffe- 
rent words ; yet will it not ſerve to find out 
which that meaning ſhould be, It will be a 


lafe 


8 oy -— ot ths 4 +. 13%. wth 4 PTS by 7 66k I Pe: C k Pc. /o; ed 
" VS wm PORE » --- * Px TOILETS. © - & "8 
Rf F 7 , - 0M 8 ; & B44 ng MW is i am 6 1 SSA E _Y y « TT 0 0 X 7 VE . a Nona ; 
aan en tn oe i os na RR a Wn facts SMS, 6 ps ws LE "#4 i: 444 wy pf CLF iS Coke E. ox 7 9 RO Is . Ia 
>. bf _ . \ 5 + E; Kc:  _— '. £86.26 os þ 7-27, x EY = &f Fe 
« FR 4 i ax. hd C w” . A TED + by YE ; F . OB. 
—_—_— "ants, + - r : : p AFR 
Tt - , G L K 2" 
; - Wt 
5 * = 4 
, % 
4 
- 
F1 - 
»d 
£0 
” 
= LS 


ſafe courſe therefore to take both in; for 
though wi zerborum we can not, yet, which is 


lawfulin a Preacher, ti conſequentiz we may ; 


for they are ſo cloſe woven together, that one 


cannot well go without the other. 


O 


to no purpoſe how we hear, unleſs we hear 


It will be 


_ whatwe ſhould: And it will be to as little to 
hear what we ſhould, 1t we care not how we 


hear it. 


It we take them both in, they will 


compleat our care in the two parts of it, and 
alſo make two Points of the Sermon, Phat 

we hear, and How'we hear. 
| 1. Take heed what -— | 

But how can that be given 1n .caution to 
the Hearer which 1s not in his power ? for 
it 15 wholly at the choice of the Speaker 
what we hear: When the. Ear is open-it 
mult hear what is ſpoken,whether it be good 
or bad. ' True, if the Precept had been gi- 
ven tothe Ear, ſoit muſt be, butit is given 
to the Hearer, to him that hath an Imperium 


and ruling of that and altthe other ſenſes. If 


the reaſon or will ſhall command, the Ear. - 
will open or ſhut, hike or diſlike. 
ſimple hearing, the Senſeit ſelf is not capable 


of advice, but mix'd. 


St. Paul 


It 18not 


Jews 


g1VEs the Heb. 4.2. 


reaſon why the Goſpel being preach'd to the 
. F- $ 
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Jews did not profit them, becauſe not mix'd 
with Faith in them that heard it. It 1s not {1mple 
hearing, but mix'd with a more noble part 
of mes, far that guides 3t. And ſo to take 

heed what you hear, is in effect to take heed - 
what Faith and Credit you give to that you 
hear ; for fo-it follows in the Verſe, VV 
what meaſure you mete it ſhall be meaſur'd to you, 
the benefit will anſwer to the care, meaſure 
for meaſure. But what different meaſure 
-can there be of that which diflers not ? Gods 
Word is from everlaſting unchangeable. The 
graſs may wither, and the flawer thereof may 
fade away, ſaith St. Peter, but the word of the 
Lord endureth for ever, and this is the word 
which by the Goſpel is preached unto you, 1 Pet. 

r. ult. | 

| Though Gods word be one in it ſelf, yet 
that one hath been made known to the world 
in different ways and Degrees, and fo re- 
quires a hearing proportionable to them. 
Heb.1.2. God, who at ſundry thmes, and in divers man- 
ners fpake in times paſt to the Fathers by the 
P rophets, hath in theſe laſt days ſpoken by his 
Som. And likewiſe that which the Son ſpake 
in thoſe laſtdays, the daysof the Goſpel; was 
1 divers manners, For fir{t heſpake by him-- 
| | | | ſelf 
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| St eMeark 4. z3. 


ſelf in perſon, The ſpirit of the Lord is upon : 


Luke 4. 


me, becauſe he hath anointed me to preach the 18. 


Goſpel to the "poor. That whuch he preached 
was certainly Gods word. And when he left 


the -world to go to his Father, he ſent the 
Holy Ghoſt from Heaven, whoin the mouth 
ofthe Apoſtles preached the ſame Goſpel; for 
thoſe holy men ſpake not by the will of man, 
but ag, they were mov'd by the Holy Ghoſt. 


And therefore this alſo was truly the word of : ve... 
God. * And when the Church was thus found. *+ 


ed by the preaching of the Holy Ghoſt, for 
the propagation of 1t to all times after, it 
pleaſed God to give it in FPriting, ina 'Scrip- 
ture, and that by inſpiration of the ſame 
Spirit which before preached it. So as now 
we need not aſcend to Heaven to fetch Chriſt 
down, nor the Holy Ghoſt, as ſome pretend 
to do .to know Gods will, but to receive it 
only from that Scripture. Thus far we have 
the Word of God in Proper, ( i.e. ) immedi- 
ately out -of the mouth of God, and our 
| hearing mult be abſolute for the matter, we 


mult ſay with Samuel, Speak Lord, for thy ſer- 


ant heareth, © | 
But when it pleaſed God to commit the 

| diſpenſing of that wordto the Paſtors of the 

mn Fa Church, 
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Church, for the perſesting of the Saints, for the 
work of the Miniſtry, for the edifying of the body of 
Chriſt, Epheſ. 4.12. Now the word of God 
was come into the hands of men ſubyje& to 
infirmities and errof, who may both deceive 
themſelves and others. And here our Savi- 
ours advice comes 1n ſeaſon, Take heed what you 
hear. Before, Gods word was in the Org1i- 
nal, but here only in the Tranſcript, og Co- 
Py ; and ſome Copyings are more happy than 
others, and come nearer the Original, and 
therefore not all of the ſame value and eſteem. 
All Preachers are not to be heard alike, nor 
all Sermons. The word of God in them is 
ſo the water of Life, that it often taſtes of the 
mineral, through which it runs, and hath a 
tincture from the earthen Veſlel that brings it, 
and therefore not t# be receiy'd with- that 
meaſure of truſt which belongs to the pure 
and proper word of God. - For, take a Ser- 
mon at the belt, the moſt you can make of it 
is, that it 5 Gods word only in a qualified 
{enſe, becauſe the Church intends it ſhould 
beſo ; and it 1s the Preachers judgment and 
opinion that it 1sſo ; and poſſibly it may be ſo 
indeed. But then becinks poſlibly it may not - 
beſo, we had need take heed what we bear. 


We 
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We learn from "St. Paul that it was more 
than poſſible, it was truly ſo then; for he 
warns Timothy of Preachers that will ſtrive 
about words to no purpoſe, but to the ſubverſion of the 
hearers, 2 Tim. 2.14. And verle 16. By pro- 
phane and vain bablings do increaſe to more ungodli- 
ne. And verſe 17. Their word will eat as doth 
a Canker, ir a Gangrain; for ſothe Greek word 
1s; and ric. tvraler Diſeaſe, and by all 
means poſlible to be avoided, and eſpecally 
to be taken heed of. Thus 1t yas in the early 
. times of the Church, we have reaſon then to 


look for worſe after, and ſo we of late times 


found it by fad experience : Not only profane 
and vain bablings, but Sedition, Treaſon, 
Rebellion were dreſt up and appear'd in the 
likeneſs of Sermons. It 1s too plain, we 
have but too much need of caution to take 
ha. 

But alas! what ſhould private men do? 
mult they, or can they call all Preachers and 
Do&trines to account ? The Scriptures indeed 
which are the. undoubted Word of God 
would do it if well manag'd, but how can 
that .be hoped from every hand ? wherem 
wile, that 1s, learned men,. are miltaken, and 
from whence every Sect ſecks Patronage, and 
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rſwades it ſelf to have if.. What means is 
there then left by the help whereof we may 
take he2d what we hear. Truly none that I 
know,but this {till,the Scriptures are the only 
infallible rule. 

But hbw ! Not left looſe to the prejudices 
and fancies of every man ; for then it will 
fall out, as with thoſe that look in a. Glaſs, 
in which every one ſees his own face, though 
not anothers ; the reaſon 1s becauſe he brings 
his face to the Glaſs, not becauſe it was there 
' before. So every Set ſees the face of his. 
own Religion in the Scripture, not becauſe 
it was there before, but becauſe his tron 
fancy and prejudice brought it thither ; he 
thinks he ſees that in the Scripture, which in 
truth is only i his own 1magination. 

But how then can we have any help from . 
the Scriptures to take heed what we hear ? 
| Not as Gods word lies diftus'd through the 
whole body of them; but as prepar'd and 
fitted up in a ſummary and ſhort form of 
wholſom words by \uch to whom the care of the 
Church is committed, | | 

It any (hall think this a humane invention 
derogatory to the ſufficiency of the Serip- 
tures. Let him iumplead St. Paul firſt, who 
_-- mage 


St «Mark 4. 24 
made the ſame-uſe of it, finding what mil- 
chief falſe Teachers had done, charges Ti- 
mothy with the care of it, 2 Tim. 1. 13. Urorv- 
TWOly *XE UYIGUYOYT WY aoywy. Hold faft the form of 
ſound words which thou haſt heard of me.'T his form 
he calls in the laſt verfe of the former Ep1- 
{tle 71» Tapaxarelmen, a depoſitum committed 
to his truſt, and for that very purpoſe that he 
might avoid profane and vain bablings, and 

' oppolitions of Science falfly fo called , and 
that is plainly, that they might take heed what 
they hear. | | 

The fame courſe was taken by the whole 
Church after conſidering how hard,or rather 
impoſiible it was for every one out of the 
Scriptures to work out to himſelf an aſſu- 
rance of the knowledge of as much as was 
neceſlary to falvation, and with that a con- 
ſent with the reſt of the faithtul, who are 
commanded to ſpeak and think the ſame 
things, - which cannot be done but in a certain 
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form of words. Such aform, if not the fame : Cor. 


with of P aul UToTUTWO1Ss WAS the Apoſtles Creed, 
the uſe whereof hath ever ſince continued in 
the Church to be a help to take heed what we. 

| believe. - | 
_ The fame courſe was of later times held by 
25S; I DOTY pi 
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divers particular National Churches, who 
weary with the inſolence and domineering of 
their Siſter at Rome, did ſuo jure uti, and pro- 


vide for - themſelves, which tell out in a time 


when the world was filled with Controverſies 


and Diſputes of Religion. T hat the people 
might not 6s carried about with every wind of do- 
fArine, that blew from all corners, it was their 
care, and wiſdom to compoſea form of whol- 
ſome words in their ſeveral Confefdons, to be a 
rule what to hear. | | 
Now following our Saviours advice, you 
have reaſon to ask, With what meaſure of 
Faith are theſe confeſſions to be received ; 
for, Ry cuſiodiet ipſum cuſtodem 2 What cre- 
dit mult be given to that which mult bea rule 


| how far we credit others? That we miſtake 


not,” T hey arc not to be' received with that 
faith which is due to Gods word,or any thing 
out of it asneceſlary to ſalvation ; but with 
ſuch as wiſe men would give to the means of 
ſetling unity and conſent in matters contro- 
verted, as the title of our Conteſſion imports , 
that is, That they are Articles of Peace not 
Articles of Faith. They make no new Re- 
ligion or new Faith. 

This, by the way, gives an caſte Anſwer 
to 


Se «Mark 4. 24. 
to the Papiſts hard Queſtion, as they think ; 
here was your Religim before Luther Where 
was your Church befor the 39. Articles? We 
do not date our Religion from thole Articles, 
The Church of England ( I prant )'1s call'd fo 
from their Confeſſion, but by an accidental 
denomination :; 3.e. It is that Church which 
for preſervation of unity and peace nit, in- 
joyns nothing to be taught or heard for 
God's Word which 1s repugnant to them in 
the particulars there mentioned. But for the 
eſſential denomination of our Faith, whereon 
Salvation depends, it is the Faith of God's 
Word, ſumm'd upin the ancient Catholick 
and Apoſtolick Forms ; as 1s evident from 
our . Conſlitutions and Practice. For when 
any 18 received as a Member into the Church 
by Baptiſm, the Laver of Regeneration, no 
other Faith 1s required but that which 1s com- 
priſed in the Apoſtles Creed. And when by 
a confeſſion of our Faith and Sins, we pre- 

are:to receive the other Sacrament of the 
Body and: Blood of our Lord, our Faith is 


that accordine to the ancient Nicene Creed. 


And in the Office of Viſning the Sick, the - 


Abſolution( a comfort at all times, and moſt 
of all when we give up our Souls mto the 
| * Hands 
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Hands. of God ) is not to be adminiſtred but 
to thole that make confeſfion as well of their 
Faith as of their Sins; and, that Faith is only 
according to the_Apoſiles Creed, Thus are 
we born, nouriſh'd, and difloly'd by the ſame 
Faith, according tothe ancient Catholick and 
Apoſtolick Forms. A Faith of thisage nei: 
ther ought they to reproach, nor we to be 

aſham'd of. j 
| To return to our particular Church Con- 
feſsion ; it hath another end and uſe ; they are 
Articles of peace and conſent in certain Con- 
troverſies toinſtruct and help us to take heed = 
what we hear. 

But it will not be ſo taken by all; for the 
Churches Remedy is the Secaries Diſeaſe, 
who complain, T hat by this means the liberty 
of the Spirit and of the Conſcience are penn'd 
up in thoſe Forms; and, which is a worſe 
miſchief, if it were true, a binding of 
God's Word, which ought to be free: But 
for that God's Word neither is nor can be 
bound. The Forms are no more. but the 
gathering together ſome of thoſe Waters 
which flow all over the Scriptures, into a 
{tream, to fit them for the eaſe and-uſe of all. 
But they fay,' they take a better courſe to 

2 20 = fetch 


S* ork, 4- the 
fetch al Gadd the Fountain. The Fountain 
indeed is purer; but I ſee no reaſon why the 
Water ſhould be purer in their Pitchers than in 
- the Churches Stream, ſceing both claim 1 imme- 
diately to the ſame Fountain. 

They ſay again, That theſe Forms are no 
better than ſnares, to hinder many a painful 
Preacher of the Goſpel. They would ſeem 
careful to unbind God's Word ; but I ee it 
is to {et themlelves at liberty. Asfor paintul- * 
neſs in Preaching, it it be not to ſome good 
purpoſe, I ſhall not much reckon upon. 


The Phariſees compaſſed Sea and Land, but it = 23. 


was to make Phariſees, Profelytes of their 
Faction, not of Religion. 

Nay, but they preach the” Goſpel. The 
Goſpelis a glorious Word , but Shes Gol- 
pel? 'A Goſpel you may perhaps | have 


enough of, and too much : S. Paul informs , 7,.,... 


Timothy of perilous times to come, when men will 
be lwvers of their own ſelves, covetour, boafters, 
pron, blaſphemers, without natural affefion, truce- 
breakers, falſe accuſers, incontinent, fierce, deſpiſers 
þ yp that are good, traitors, -heady, ogy mind- 


ani you comes it to paſs that there 
ſhoukl' be ſuch a general Apoltacy 7 was it 


(3 2 not 
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not for want of preaching ? They had no 
Sermons, or - perhaps no great afteCtion for 
them; they were ſome cold hearers, that 
were content with one Sermona day. No, 
that was not the matter ; 1f we read on to the 
next Chapter we ſhall find they had hearing 
enough; for they were ſuch as. heap'd to them- 
ſelves Teachers, and ſo had heaps.of Sermons, 
and aftection for them too; for they had itch- 


' ingears. What. was it then? They could 


not away with ſound Dofrine, but would have 
Teachers after their own lults; they had the 
Goſpel in plenty, but it was Evangelium #rbu- 
wizs, mot wordans; after their own luits, not 
of ſound Doftrine. | 
But what 1s ſound Doctrine ? S. Paul doth 
not ſay here, becaule a little before he had 
iven Timothy a form of it, Keep the Form 
of found words which thou haft heard from me ; 
and. becauſe their Goſpel did not agree 
to that, he chargeth him to. avoid ir. So 
ſhould we do too with ſuch a Goſpel as. will 
not itand within ' our form of wholeſom 
words, : Or 1f1t be{uch as was preached here 
for twenty years together, we have little rea- 
ſon, to, be fond, of it; or any [pains that is 
taken about 1t., ' If. they: will not: hear. the 
Churches 
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Churches Goſpel, what reaſon hath the 
Church to hear theirs ? Fd 

To end my firit point, If it was wiſdom in 
St. Paul to commend a form of words, and in 
the. whole Catholick Church to uſe one; if 
| the ſame was practisd by every reformed 
Church,and all that people might with peace 
and fecurity know what to hear : I do not un- 
der{tand what wiſdom it can be to lay allcom- 
mon again for any mans pleaſure ; for this is 
to legitimate Schiſm, and entail diviſion tothe 
Church for ever. As you love your ſelves, 
your quiet, and look to receive benefit by the 
immortal ſeed of Gods Word, it you would 
be good Chriſtians, that is, be adviſed by 
Chriſt, and in that way which all Chriſtians 
have uſed, to Take heed what you bear. 


E come now to the ſecond point of 
our care, Take heed how you hear, and. 
this no leſs neceſlary than the former ; for 
when we have provided for the Matter what 
we hear, we may yet offend in the Manner 


how ; and ſo loſe the benefit of both. 


That which is here ſet down in proper . 


words,is by our Saviour illuſtrated in a Simi- 


litude, verſe 21. Is a candle brought to be put 
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under a Þyfbdl, or nnder a bed, and not to be ſet on a 


Candleſtick ? that is, and fo St. Luke expreſles 


it, A candle 1s not brought to be put under 
a Buſhel, but to be ſet on a Candleſtick, 
This makes two points m the manner of 
our hearing, one negairre, that we do not fo . 
hear Gods Word that we put it under a 
Buſhel, another affirmative, that we ſet it on 
a Candleſtick. | | 

For the firſt, Gods Word 1s a light, we 
can do nothing more contrary to light than to 
hide it, to put it under a Buſhel, i.e. to do any 
thing that will intercept. the light and benefit 
of it. Now this may be done ſeveral ways. 

Frrit, By perverting the proper end and 
uſe of hearing. * Hearing Gods word 1s cer- 
tainly a good point of Religion ; for it isa 
duty commanded, zerſe 23. If any man have 
ears to hear let him hear; yet if he hear as he 
ſhould, he muit not miſtake one kind of du- 
ty for another. Duties are of divers kinds, 
{ome eſſential parts of Religion, ſome: inftru- 
mental, and ſome both. The two chief du- 
ties of this time, faſting and hearing, are in- 
ftrumental onely. That. Faſting 1s ſo, we 
learn from St. Paul. The Kingdom of Heaven 


4 not meat and drink, 1.e. conliſts not in It; 


yet 
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yet if well uſed is a help to it. Inſtrumenti vis 

in uſu conſiſlit, 1f faſting attains not the end 
and ule of it, it 1s good | nothing, not to be 
reckon'd in the order of Religious duties. 
So hearing Gods ' Word, if it work. no 
amendment in us, 15 but a Cypher alone that 
ſtands for nothing, no better than a Candle 
under a Bufhel. 

When hearing 1s not it ſelf, doth not the 
own duty, we are extreamly nnitaken if we 
wake it ſerve for any other. Hearing doth 
edifie, helpto the building, but as an Inſtru- 
ment, not as Stone and Timber, the effemial 
4 ofit. The Ax andthe Hammer, the 


quare and the Level, are inftruments with- 


out which there can be no building : but we 
would think him mad that ſhould therefore 
lay them in the Walls or the Foundation : 
They are as much guilty of folly, who make 
their ordinary worſhip. of God to be nothing 
but to go hear the Sermon; yea, and the 
extraordinary, a ſolemn Fait and Humila- 
tion to heara Sermon ; A publick Thank!(- 
giving to hear a Sermon, and that is all. It 


any bufineſs extraordinary fall out, where-. 


unto we think fit by our Devotion: cOmgpge 
_ Gods bleſfing and protection, all we do. for 


is | 


I. 
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his ſake we'ſit and hear a Sermon. If the Ser- 
mon doth the work of an in{trument it is well, 
to fit and enable us to pertorm thoſe duties, 
it ſelf is neither flick nor {tone in the Buildino. 
We mult not think all is done when the Ger: 
mon 18 done. 

Inſtruments are of an Ps DIO nature, 
may be well or ill uſed : ſo are not eflen- 
tials, as Faith, Repentance, and Charity, are 
conſtantly the fame. Faſting, I ſaid wasan 
in{tramental duty, and ſo-was as wellus'd 
for {trife and debate, as for Humiliation and 
Repentance. We may remember many of 
thoſe fighting Falts. He that hew'd. Timber be- 
fore out 7 the Fl Trees was known to bring it to an 
excellent work ; but now they break down all the 
carved works thereof with Axes and Hammers, 
that' 1s, with the ſame tools that built it. 
As Sermons are inſtruments to build up, at 
another time they pull down as talt. It is 
therefore very neceſiary we take heed how we 
hear them. 

As we mult not mu{take mn the kind of the 
duty, aninſ{trumental for an effential ;- ſo nor 
in the kind of the Inſtrument : for ſome are 
natural, as the eye is of ſeeing, the ear of hear- 
ing; ; theſe naturally do their work. © Others 
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poſitive of Divine Inſtitution, which. have no 
vertue or power but from that ; and-ſach are 
the Sacraments. I confeſs I never heard any 
ſay, that hearing of Gods Word was a Sacra- 
ment of Faith : yet I know there is more ver- 
tue aſcrib'd to it than natural, and by ſome 
 morethan Sacramental ; for no Sacrament 
. they think effectual without a Sermon. 
If there bea nuſtake im the manner and kind 
\ of operation 1n the Inſtrument, it will prove 
another. putting the Candle under a Buſhel. 
I hope you will not think it a fruitleſs curiolity 
to enquire a littl farther into it. 
Hearing and Preaching both, for they al- 
ways go together, are ſo rope to the Gol- 
pel, that by them it is diſtinguiſhed from the 


Law; for St. Paul arguing tor the Chriſtian 


Faith againſt the Jewiſh, calls it the Hearing 
of Faith, Gal. J- 2, He that miniſtreth fo the Jpi- 
rit, and worketh miracles among you, doth he it 
by the works of the Law, or by the hearing 4 
Faith? Thelike propriety in the Goſpel hat 

preaching; for whatſoever way the wiſdom 
of the world may take, Ir pleaſed God by the 


fooliſhneſs of preaching to ſave- them that be- 


lieve, 1 Cor. 1. 21, And thus by way of di- 


Rin&tion the Goſpel is call'd the miniſtration 
_ | 


of 


Of. Hearing Gods Wora ; " 
of the Spirit, becauſe preached by inſpiration 
of the Spirit, and the Law the miniſtration of 
the Letter, becauſe given in writing, 2 Cor. 3. 
6. Who hath made us Miniſters of the New Teſta- 
ment, cu YyopaunarOE GALE WrevuaT@, not of the 
| Letter, but of the S pirit. 

But was there then no hearing nor preach- ' 
ing under the Law ? That cannot be faid nei- 
ther, They have Moſes and the Prophets, ſaith 
Abraham to Dives, let them hear them, And 
the Prieft's lips could not preſerve knowledge 
unleſs it were received from his mouth by 
hearing. It was commonly practiſed in the 
Synagogues alter the reading of the Law in 
the time of the Apoſtles to exhort the peo- 
ple. When St. Pauland his company went 
into the Synagogue at Antioch in Pifidia, they 
were deltred to give the people a word of ex- 
hortation. 

How then comes it to paſs that by hearing 
and preaching, the Chrittian Religion 1s dt. 
ſ{tmguiſhed trom the Jews, which are com- 
mon' to both ? And why is the Law call'd the 
miniſtration of the Letter, by way of diſtinti- 
on, ſeeing the Goſpel is written as well as the 
Law ? | | 

'Tis plain that theſethingsare fpoken, nor 

fmply, 


"TT : . CLE *s #4 #> ih 4 » Tn 3 ES a wet: Ss _ LS A; a & A ep OY 9 2 "ID 7 3 _ oe. oh oh fo "I > ERS: A 5 <S - ate nd EPS" WI? wt - ; , 
g EIT Tec Fi 8 IS $3, 22 C = ” wy w', IC V6 y » "PT *1 ” FR" OR - Y "3" — þ 
x q ” c po , "_ Be 9-8 . : ” » 7 - $E*, 6 7 Bw 
: EE = '* ; . : 4% O.”". - Ig ey 
F - - 4: 

Y « F oY al 
- Cy 6 '; eY Þy on 

5 | ' / ? 4 6 j x , Fx P, CEOS” - 

| uf yy | ” 
. A) . 


ſimply, and univerſally of either, but.in rela- 


tion to their beginning and firſtpubliſhing to 


the world. Becauſe the Law was then gj- 
ven by writing, though afterwards preached ; 
it 1s called the miniſtration of' the Letter : So 


the Goſpel, though afterwards written, . yet 


becauſe it was then only preached by revelati- 
on of the Holy Ghoſt, it is call'd the miniſtra- 
tion of the Spirit. WEE db 
That likewiſe which St. Paul ſpeaks of the 
hearing of Faith, and of ſaving men by the fool- 
1hnels.of preaching hath a peculiar relation to 
Chritianily in the:manneriof founding it at. 
firſt:,.. For certainly Preaching in it ſelf was 
not in the eye of humane wiſdom a fooliſh 
way to. perſwade, but ſuch as the wiſeſt of 
them all uſed < when they would perſwadethe 
ople any thing, they did it by orations and 
Shun which are of the ſame kind with 
reaching. | | 
But if we look at that preaching by which 
the Chriſtian Religion was at firit introduced, 
it had in the eye of humane wiſdom ſomething 
of folly in it. For to introduce a Law or Re- 


ligion to any People, theſe wo things among - 


others are neceſſary. 


" That they give it in Writing, that they - 


H 2 might 
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might more certainly know what they had to 


Of Hearing Gods Word ; | | 


do, and that'it be by ſuch as have authority and 
power. - And this way God himſelf took in 
giving the Jewsa Law:: for firſt, hewrote it 
with his own fingers, and then publiſhed it by 
the Miniſtry - of - Moſes who was theiri leader 
and governour. 55 | 

But for the introduction of the Goſpel, it. 
pleaſed God to take a far different courſe; 
that is, to commit all to the. preaching of a 
few poor defpicable Fiſher-men, who were 
only private men, of no authority + and of 
whoſe Goſpel they had no. knowledge,. but 


from what wasto be taken from their mouths. 


And that when firſt preached, was by ſome 
eltcemed no better than .a diltemper;: yea, 
plain drunkenneſs : yet, thus it -pleaſed God 
to- put the words of eternal hfe into theſe 
earthen veſſels, and by that means to make his 
own power-known, and by that folly tocon- 
found the wiſdom of the world. = 

But for our preaching, though it may have 
many times too good a title to fooliſhnels in. 
preaching, yet not to the fooliſhneſs of 
preaching : for, thoſe obſtacles remov'd, it is 
the ordinary way by which all knowledge, 


. humane as well as divine is communicated: 


My 


My meaning 1s, that hearing now 1s to be look- 
ed upon asthe common matural inſtrument to 
receive inſtruction, and therefore no bengfit 
to be reckon'd on from it, but what'is com- 
mon to all other learning and knowledge, 
that is, by ſerious ſtudying, and diligently 
pondering the things we hear , for it we trait 
to any ſecret, facramental, myſtical vertue in 
hearing : that profit we ſhould get by the 
Word we may loſe by the Hearing. Therefore 
take heed how you hear , for this is a ſecond way 
of putting Gods word under a Buſhel. 

- Theres another way,which in part at leaſt 
puts under the Buſhel too, when we confine 
it to the Sermon-; whereas that 1s of little uſe, 
if Gods word be not in it; they ſay, The word 
is of as little, if it benot in a Sermon, which 
15a derogation to the goodneſs and bounty of 
Almighty God, who hath diſpenſed his Di- 
vine Truth ſo many ways belides : as, 

' Firſt by Reading for though when Gods 
'Word; was preached only, -it could be only 
heard ;. yet when it wasa Scripture, it might 
be known, as all other Writings, by read 


alſo: for this reaſon St. Paul ſets Timothyto : Tim.4, 
his Book, Till I come give attendance. to- read- ; 


ing, Search the Scriptures , . for therein. you 


thiak 
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think you have eternal life'; and ſearch we-can- 
not unleſs we read them, that by reading we | 
may find the way to eternal hte: yea, though 
all were to be done by preaching, Reading is 
that too: For Moſes had in old time them that preach- 
ed bim, being read in the Synagogues every S abbath- 
day, Acts 15. 21. | 
Secondly, By writing, Gods Word works 
Faith-in us, if S. John was not miſtaken when 
he ſaid, Theſe things have I written unto you, that 
ye may know ye have eternal life, and that ye may be- 
lieve in the name of the Son of God. Good wri- 
ters are in their kind good Preachers. - Why 
then ſhould any be ſcandalized at the Preach- 
er, that looks upon his Book where his Ser- 
mon 1s. written. Indeed, if men now were 
to ſpeak as the Apoſtles did, . as the Spirit gave 
them utterance, it were a great miſtake to look 
for him in a Book : But if we, asall muſt take 
Gods Word out of the Scripture ; andevery 
Preacher, if he be not too bold with Ged and 
his Auditors, that he may ſpeak from thence 
what 1s both true and ſeaſonable, prepares by 
writing that which he is to preach ; the Ser- 
mon 1s the ſame in the Pulpit that it was1n the 
{tudy, and though the Preacher that looks in 
his Book be the worſe, the Sermon I am fure 
15 not. Thaxdly, 
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Thirdly, We 'may recetve the fruit of 
God's Word in the virtuous lite and example of 
others ; for this St. Paul. calls the holding forth 
. the Vhord of Life, Phil. 2: 16. That ye maybe 

blamelefs, the Sons of God, without rebuke, holding 
forth the VVord of Life; i.e. it 18 vilible and le- 
o1ble in all our actions and demeanour. Thus 
a Man may be a Preacher of God's Word, 
though he be not in Orders : Yea, Women, 
that are forbidden to ſpeak in the Church, 
may thus convert their Husbands at home. _ 
Likewiſe, ye Vives be in ſubjefion to your Husbands, 1, 
that if any obey not the Word ( that is, when it is 
pon_ ) they alſo may without the -Word be won 

the converſation of the Wife. So -power- 
ful and effectual is God's Word, that 'it 
works by example, though in the weakeſt 
Vellels. 

T here be divers ways of preaching in the IV. 
more proper ſenſe, befides the Sermon ; for 
preaching 1s either publick or private, as we 
learn from St. Paul, Afs 20. 20. where he 
$1ves account to the Elders of Epheſus of 

imſelf, That he had taught them publickly, 
and from houſe to houſe. | of he did not. 
make a formal Sermon in every houſe he 
came into, but as occaſion and opportunity 
| WAS 
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was given, :by Conference he made known to 
them the Will of God. 

Again, Publick preaching is not .all of Q 
kind ; for that may be, either by laying the Foun- | 
dation, the Principles of the Doctrine of Chriſt, as 
the, Apolile calls them, .Heb. 6..1. which we 
call: Catechuwing.', If this be not Preaching, 
- Laying the Foundation be not: edifying, we ſhall 
make but a ſorry Building. If this Founda- 
tion of Faith be not well laid, every new wind 
af Doarine that-riſes blows it {firaight down 
again. 

In theſe ſeveral ways, beſides the Sermon, 
 5God's Word effectual.. Now if we put all 
theſe under the.buſhel, -and ſet up the Sermon 
only, we had need.take heed how wehear 
that ; for if that wherein all our hope and con- 
Gdetioe lies ſhould go-under the buſhel too, we 
are in aſad caſc. | 

It will therefore neerly concern us to take 
heed, That God's Word be not loſt in the 
Sermon, i. e. that the power of it, which con- 
fiſts in the evident conviction of truth, be not 
loſt in formalities and 1 ROO 
ly us'd in Sermons. 

As when little regard is given by ſome to 
God's Word, unleſs the Sermon preſents it 

ſelf 
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ſelf dreſs'd up with all the curioſities of Art, 
Language,and Phanhe too ; which ſometimes 
ſodiſgmſcs it, as it can hardly be known from 
a Poem. But for the true uſe of Ornaments 
of Art and Speech, if they make us love our 
duties the more, as they make us more in love 
with hearing, I ſhould think it well beſtow'd. 
But if painted Sermons be lik&painted Glaſs, 
that makes a Room beautiful, but intercepts 
too much the light, it may well go in the 
rank. too of thoſe things which put God's 

Word under the buſhel. 
The ſameisdone too with a courler fort of 
Forms, which have no title to be divine, .but 
that they want humane Learning. And yetif 
God's Word be not in that jejune formal dreſs, 
it will not be ſo kindly received by thoſe who 
out of a ſeeming tenderneſs of the liberty.of 
God's Word, are afraid that the Churches 
Form ſhould bind it, and ſpare not to fetter 
it in cold formalities of their own, in which it 
languiſheth to nothing. 

Again, God's Word mult needs be put 
under a buſhel, when 1t is put into the buſhel ; 


I rhean, when it is heard by Meaſure: Ido - 


not mean the meaſure of Faith here in the 


Text; the meaſure of the Sanctuary ; but 
0Þ | the 
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the common Market-meaſure ; as when we 
muſt have an Hour-glaſs full at leaft, and 
{omwhat running over, to make a juit Ser- 
mon ; though the particulars be as incoherent 
both with the Text and themſelves, as * the 
ſand that meaſyres them; yet 1f it runs on 
ſmoothly, and fills up the time, all 1s well. _ 
T here is as tle good from Sermons when 
they are heard by Tale; if we -have not our 
full number, as well as our full meaſure, two 
at the leaſt a day, the poor peopleare ſtarv'd. 
They would pity my {imphicity, if I ſhould 
take upon me to confute it out of vain Philo- 
ſophy, and tell them out ofit, That quaniitaris 
nulla eft efficacia : 1 ſhall, with their good 


r Tim.3-1. leaves, from St. Paul, ( out of the place I na- 


med before ) to Timothy, ſhew them, That 
there 15 no efficacy 1 quantity: W hat a bed- 
roll of {ins doth helay at their doors that heap 
to themſelves Teachers ? T here wasa heap 
of {ins under a heap of Sermqans. And no 
wonder ; for being aſter their own luſt, the 
more commonly the worſe. _ 
Fhere be many other things to be taken 
heed ofn hearing, which mtercept and ob. 
ttruct the light of God's Word : But becauſe 
| the time wears away, I will add but one 
more. That 


Ft eMoark 4. 24. | 


_ That outof ignorance or ill will we dons 
miſconſirue what we hear ; as St. Peter obſerv'd 
ſome to do with St. Paul's Epiſtles, which 
they wreſted to their own deſtrutlion. 

And this I rather add in my own defence, 
left that which is ſpoken in favour of hearing, 
ſhould be interpreted a diſcouragement to it ; 
becauſe people generally are not fo well affet- 
ed as they ſhould be to ſo good a duty, who - 
had more need of fire to heat them, than Wa- 
ter to cool them. « 

It had been to better purpoſe, you will ſay, 
. if T had taken my Text out of St, James; Be 
ſwift to hear. De | 

But I beſeech you not to be miſtaken. 
That which hath been faid doth not take us 
offour ſpeed : We may be {till as ſwift to hear. 
as our Zeal can carry us. It puts us only in 
our right way, that we do not run in vain. Ttis 
only to take God's Word from under the 
buſhel, where it doth no good ; that we may 
ſet it on the candleſtick, from whence we may 
receive the light of it, and in that the benefit 
of our Saviour's advice, to take heed how we 
hear ; which 1s the ſecond part of our care in 
the affirmative, by ſetting Gods VVordon 
the candleſtick, 
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O ſet God's V Vord on the Candleſtick, 
| is to ſet it where we may receive the 
light ofit ; and thats, fart, 
By a particular uſe and application of it to our 
ſelves that hear, for though Preachers have 
commonly theſe words in their Sermons, 
Uſes, and Application, and they know beſt 
why they uſe them, I donot; for ſure Iam, 
they are more proper to the Hearers. The 
Preacher givesthe Doctrine, but the Hearers 
mult make the Uſe and Application. No 
Preacher can ſay, as Nathanto David, Thou art 
the Man; unleſs he have a ſpecial Commiſſion, 
as he had trom God. No Preacher hath ac- 
ceſs to our Conſciences; at that Bar every man 
mult be his own Judge and V Vitneſs, and as 
there ſhall be cauſe, pronounce Sentence 
againit himſelf, Thou art the Man. 

If we fit at the Sermon as men unconcern'd 
for any thing but the hearing of it; to us it is all 
one as if it had been {till under the Buſhel, and 
not upon the Candleſtick. 2 

Ifwehear, and make no uſe of it, we leave 
out the beit part of the Sermon: for the Hear- 
__ ers make bad Sermons, as well as-Preachers. 

But when a fault or error is reprehended, 
- muſtevery Hearer pronounce himſelf guilty ! 

| Certainly 
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Certainly No ; for that werg injuſtice to con- 
demn the innocent. Though . the Sermon 
condemns not every man that hears it, yett 
puts every man upon hus trial, to let the light 
into his own boſom, to ſee whether he be guil- 
ty or not. If guilty, let him do as guilty men 
do, ſue for mercy, and pardon, and amend- 
ment : It not guilty, let hum enjoy the com- 
fort of that, If our heart condemns us not, then have 
we confidence towards God, 1 Joh. 3. 21. And 
happy is he that condemneth not himſelf, Rom. 14. 
22, Guilty, or not guilty, we have benefit by 


the light that aQually ſhines upon us; for ſo 


it doth in the Candleſtick. 

a in a Candleſtick inlghtens every one 
alike that comes into the room. Ita light be 
_ brought to us which-none can ſee but he that 
brings it, it may very well be ſuſpeted to be 


none of God's Lights, becauſe it will not 


ſtand in a Candleſtick, fo as to be ſeen by 
others. And many ſuch there be, who mult 
be allowed to hold ſpecial intelligence with 
God, and by private illumination from the 
Spirit, ſee clearer and farther into the darkeſt 
Myſteries than any of the Doctors or Rabbres. 


the belt 
| better 


Theyput me in mind of ſome, though not | 
ort of Creatures, yet in the dark fee | 
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better than others ; as the Owle, the Cat, and 
the Bat : of which Ihave known Philoſophers 
#ve this reaſon: T hat rays of light do natu- 
rally ſtream fromtheir eyes, by which the Me- 
dium and Air about 15inlightned ; This at belt, 
if there be any ſuch, isa light which none ſees 
but themſelves. Now 1t thoſe illuminated 


 ſeers be ſuch that their I1ght 1s not where Gods 


Word ſhould bein a Candleſtick, where it 
may be ſeen of all, it 1s indeed no better than 
Owles light that ſhines only out of their own 


"Eyen- (1050 


. © Ablghtin a Candleſtick doth not only en- 
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lighten all the perſons, but all the parrs alſo of the 
room, every corner, the darkeit and moſt ſe- 
cret places: it ſhines 'not only upon our 
cloaths and faces, ( i.e. our outward faſhion 
and demeanor, but asGod- requireth ruth in 
the inwards parts, thither mult the Tight go too, 
to the moit retired Cloſets and Cabinets with- 
in, to the very thoughtsand intentions of the 
heart. 41: is ſbarper than any two-etlged Sword that 
enters between the joynt and the marrow, Light 
will pierce through where no Sword can go, 
at the leaſt hole and creviſe. It all our a&ti- 
ons of greateſt ſecrecy receive not lighy and di- 
recon from Gods Word, we do not ſet it in 
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a Candleſtick, for there nothing is hid from 
the light thereof. 
A Candle ina Candleſtick, asit gives light 1V. 
to every part bf the room, ſoit doth to all the | 
work and buſineſs init. It ſhews not only the 
end of all eternal reft and happineſs, but is a 
lght unto the paths that lead to it. It holds 
us not only upon the gaze of the glory and joys 
of Heaven, but carries us through the darker 
mylteries of faith, and the more unpleaſing 
ways of Repentance and Mortification. The 
Goſpel is not the power of God to ſalvation, unleſs 
it be alſo the power of God upon all the ſteps 
and degrees tot. In a Candleſtick it i154 light | 
all over,from one-fide of the room to the other. 
Laſtly, From Gods Word in a Candle- y. 
Rick, we do Totam lucem recipere; take the be- 
nefit of the whoſe light in all the effte&s and 
operations of it, It isa word of inftruction, 
a word of exhortation,. a word of comfort, a 
word of reproot, a word of promiſe, and a 
word of command, and ſo ſerves us in all our 4 
neceſſities. It initructs the ignorant, corrects 
the obitinate, comforts the dejected, dejects 
the proud, quiets the paſſions, invites by pro- 
miſe binds by —— "Y 
If we pick and chule, lay hold on the word | 
| of 
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' of conſolation, not of correction , of promi- _ 
ſes, not of commands. Wetake the light as 
men doout of adark Lanthorn, from one fide 
only, no more than looks towards our private | 
ends and intereit. But 1n a Candleſtick the 
light dilates it ſelf impartially in all the ſeveral 
—_ of it ; there is no parcelling or divi- 


I 


ing in that, all or none ; we mult totam lucem 
Yecipere. ? 
So much difference we ſee there is between 
Gods Word in a Candleſtick, and under a 
Buſhel ; and how. much benefit comes by the 
one, and how little by the other. If we take 
not heed to this, we fall into the common, bat 
dangerouserror. | That when we have heard 
the Sermon, we have done our duty for that 
time, though. we neither. heed what or how 
we hear. And yet according to that only, 
Sermonsare, as St. Paul ſpeaks of them 1n the 
perſon of the Preacher, A ſavour of life, or a ſa- 
 vour of death. As the evil ſervant was judg'd out 
of his own mouth, ſo ſhall the careleſs hearer 
olit of his own ears. And more I could not 
fay, 1fI had more time. It 1s that whereon 
life or death depends ; therefore Take heed what 
you hear. © | 
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SERMONS 
Upon the ſame Tzxr, 


Fitted to give. an allay to the Hears 
of theſe Unquict Diſtemper d times. 


In ack Are particularly conteyn 'd 


neceſlary Inſtructions to the Student about 
Way and Means of attaining the fruit of his 
Study, and ſetting him out ofthe danger and 
neceſlity of ſeeking it by the N ow device of 


COMPREHENSION. 


+ London, Printed 1668. 


A SERMON 
Preached before His ; 
Majeſty at Whitehall, March 12. 1662. _ 


I PLS x PE 8 Bs 
And that ye ſtudy to be quiet. 


of ſomething that went be- 
| fore, without which the ſenſe 
& of that which follows is not 
full. That which went next 
before is, We beſeech you to in- 
awd i more and more. We beſeech you, is that we 
are to take into the Text, and then it runs 
thus, We beſeech you to ſtudy to be i quiet. 
But all the ufe I ſhall make'of it, now we . 
have it here, is but to give you a taſte before- 
hand of-the nature and quality of this duty , ' 
That it i8no trivial thing little to be regard- 
ed, but that which obliged S. Paul, Syloanur, 
K 2 and 
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and Timotheus, for they all joyn'din it, to. be - 
ſo earneſt, asto beſeech them to itudy to be 
quiet. 2. And that which commendsthis du- 
ty the more 1s, (as we uſe to ſay, Men are belt 
known by the company they keep ) And | 
brings in this Duty in the company of the beſt 
of Vertues, Charity, for that place S. Paul 
g1ves1t above all ; Abore all thinds put on Charity, 
which is the bond of perfefliom. To (tudy to be 
quiet, and to increaſe in brotherly love and 
charity, for that led the way before, are two 
duties bound together in the ſame Exhortati- 
on. 3. Quiet snot only a fit companion for 
Charity, butan Allie tot, -and grows out of 
it, as the branch out of the {tock; - for where 
brotherly love 1s, there wall be alwayes quiet 
too. 4. To make all ſuit the better with-Cha- 
rity; the Exhortation is advanced by a Diale&t 
of Love, PVe beſeech you. Paul, Syluanuz, and 
Timotheus, were all Apoſtolical men, and might 
command, as 9S. Paul of himſelf in another 
caſe to Philemon, Though I might be bold to enjoyn 
thee, yet for loves ſake I rather Peck you, And 
laſtly, that which- might very well ſet this 
edge'upon their affections, was, that which - 
happened to the Theſſalaians at their firſt con. 
verli6n; for this Epittle was written imme- 
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diately after. The ſtory we haveinghe 17. 
chap. of the As : When S. Paul had preach'd 
the Goſpel to them, and with good ſucceſs; 
for v. 4. Some of them believed, and conſorted with 
Paul and» Silas, and of the devout Greeks a great 
multitude, and of the chief women not a. few, But 
v. 5. The Jews who believed not, moved with enry, 
zook unto them certain lewd fellows of the baſer ſort, 
and gathered a company, and ſet all the City in an p- 
roar, and aſſaulted the houſe of Talon, and ſought to 
bring them out to the people; mad enough of them - 
ſelves; but the more to ferment and enrage 
them, they charge the Apoſtles with the fauit 
that they themſelves were acting ; Theſe are 
they that turn the world upſide-down. S. Paul hav- 
ing eſcaped this fury by going to Athens, and 
there con{1dering 1n what a caſe he left his 
new Converts, both them and their Doctrine ; 
them ina furious tumult, and their Doctrine 
under the reproach of troubling the world; 
out ofa zeal, no doubt, and delire to remove 
that ſcandal from the Faith, of all things begs 
and beſeecheth them to ſtudy to be quiet. _ 

But, how will this concerg us? 1 wiſh we 


never had, and had not till the ſame occaſi-. 


on. It isnot ſo long {ince, that we ſhould for- 
_ getbow our latetroubles firlt brake in upon 
our 


- of * 


our quiet : 'We had unbelieving Jews then: a- 
moneglt us too, and ſome, as was thought, 
inthe litera! ſenſe; who moved with envy 
of the times, took unto them hkewile a com- 
pany of lewd fellows of the baſer ſort , ſet the 
City in an uproar; and we may remember 
whoſe houſes they beſet ( as the Jews did Ja- 
ſons ) none of the meanelit, and cried out for 
that juitice which themſelves deſerved. And 
there were Religions in the world then too 
many, to the ſcandal of the true, who led on, 
and blew up thoſe tumults : And even pow, 
though ( God be thanked ) they dare not be 
ſo bold to aſlault us in the ſtreets, and beſet 
our houſes as they did then; yet {till keep their 
quarters and leaguers within doors, with more 
ſecre(1e, but no leſs danger. 

It will not therefore be unſeaſonable for us 
now, who have the ſame caule the Theſſalonians 
had, . with the ſame affection the Apoltle did, 
to beſeech you to ſtudy to be quiet, We have 
all need of quiet, and quiet it ſeems hath need 
of ſtudy, and {tudy hath need of Gods bleſ- 
ſing, and thergfore before we procged fur- . 
ther, Let us pray, &c. 


The 


” | i , - TIE 45.4 4 ” a rae ines dn ie £4 nh be Go SIE oe Wat c _. 4 
OE WERD Ae eines Matt EC BEI oo Er Ss EE TE i Se CT SET Io nnd A bunt 44 od 4, 
TT; ys Ee WS a Hur of IRIS. 4; EE 13 th I <2 $5 rk We EW > IF d Phe nee a Gent vc ab "8 
: I = : ond? * > b 4 x4 - i d % A of 
- 1 : . .* + X77 
A o 
g | i, 0 , HIE as ; 2: 
TW ; 
: b * . IJ 
a? 


Reef. We EIS Fol on Eee Es BRI OR KS Go EARS ont 2 ts PE” x A OE OO ION ES EE be] Bak i . 
- N © is IT. 4 4 Yee oY. b - o& > - + HS - — WOE, 2ﬀ7Y Go H . pb 6 A196 4 * 
» wa a ht RE ATT AS: $5 Kee UTIL, oh YEE I ITY 4b oo RN cs ſs; 3” Re ata th. I hg RI IE a l 
$ OR of; 4 G5 - - L By \- #6 Y. yp 
 £ : > - 
I e | : 
, 
» ® I I ® b 

4 


\ A aretoltudy, And That we are toſtudy. 
Firſt, What ? That ye ſtudy to be quiet. 

Quiet is here commended under the notion 
and quality of an Art or Science ; for we are 
imoyned to ftudyit. And inthem we are to 
look, fir{t, to the object, the nature and qua- 
lity of it ; and then to the Principles and Theo- 
rems whereon the Art 1s grounded. 

1. For the nature and kind of this Quiet 
firſt : Forthere be many things: lay claim to 
this word, which are either unfit for our ſtu- 
dy, or improper to this place. As firſt, there 
154 quiet from all motion or action that is good 
or uſeful; to do nothing but eat and drink 
and {leep, or worle; Away with that quiet ; 
it neither deſerves our {tudy, nor needs jt. 
Thus 18 Negotioſa quies ; we are commanded in 
the words following to be buſte as well as qui- 

_ et; weare bothto udy to be quiet, and to 
do our own bulineſs. | 

2. Thereisa Quiet, not {umply from all, 
but publick buſineſs ; when men retire them- 


ſelves for private ſtudy or devotion. This may 


be allowed,and commended too,when the ne- 


ceſſitics of their Countries requires them not. 


But. 


He parts of the Text are two; VVhat we 
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But becauſe publick imployments are ſeldome 
forced upon any,nor.need to be ; for no mans 
parts or abilities are ſo great, which may not 
truly, and certainly wall. be thought ſuch as 
can very well be ſpared : '1 hey therefore who 
affe& that privacy, may be ſecure. from that - 
neceſſity; they who have a will to be quiet 
for devotion-or ſtudy, need not {tudy to be 
quiet, the acceſs to that 1s cal1e enough. 

3. There 1s another Quiet , more com- 
mendable in its.ſelf, and needs our {tudy too ; 
To compole our unruly and diſordered paſi- 
ons and afiections, which raiſe tumults and 
commotions within us, that will not ſuffer us 
to be at ret or quiet day or night. In the mid(t 
therefore of all the temptations of good, or 
{torms of ill fortune to re{tfecurely and con- 
tentedly, whatſoever happens to our private, 
is certainly an admirable temper , and well 
worthy our beſt care and {tudy ; and was that 
which S. Paul himſelf it ſeems ſtudied , for he 
ſaid he learned it ; I bave learned in what eſtate 
foever I am, therewith to be. content. 

_ But thequiet we are here to ſtudy is not 
properly within us, but without us; it is not 
{11mply a-quiet from motiorf, but commotion, 
atrounling: at them... oo 16, 
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4. And that I may contract my argument 
and bring it into as narrow a compals as may 
be, I ſhall not take in every of the diſturb- 
ances of the quiet of others : No not that which 
is the greateſt of all, and moſt contrary to 
peace and quiet, Civil Wars and broils. The 
nuſchiets of that we have learned fo lately to 
our colt, and ſo periectly, that I hope we need 
not” be ſet to ſiudy that now : when every 
good man was put to his ſtudy how to hve, 
and when vile and contemptible wretches 
ranted in plenty and power. ; 
 Thehorrid fruits and conſequences df that 

reat diſturber of quiet, War, have induc'd 
He learned men as well as others to think 
all wars unlawful ;_ I ſhould have been much 
inclined tothat opinion upon the ſtricteſt rules 
of Chriſtianity, + War were not ſometimes 
neceſſary to Peace. A foreign War for that 
reaſon may be lawful, but a civiland-domeſtick 
never. And the reaſon of this difference is, 


may ariſe between ſubje< 
Ordinance provided a rety 


Magiſtrates, from whom alone we areto ſeck - 


for revenge or defence. But for ſuch diffe- 


rences as ariſe between free Princes and States, 
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For:though Civil Wats and Rebellions have 
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becauſe there is no Judg on earth, to whom 
they may have recourle for their relief, being 
deſtitute of the common remedy, they may, 
without. queſtion, make uſe of that ſword 
which God hath put into their hands to de- 
fend their ſubjects from the injuries as well of 
ſtrangers as their own. Nor are they.in this 
Judges in their own cauſe, which hath ſome 
appearance of injuſtice ; for a foreign War , 
for defect of a competent Judg on Earth, is 
but an appeal tothe ſupreme Judg of Heaven 
and Earth. And when they go into the Field, 
it is but to plead their cauſe before God, with 
whom are the iſſues of War. Only they had 
need be careful, that the cauſe they bring be- 
fore him be good 3 For ſhall not the Judg of all 
the world do right ? But we muſt leave this to 
Princes and their Miniſters, who are the only 
roper ſtudents of that quiet, which is diſtur- 
xd by War, and come to that which may and 
muſt be the ſtudy of us all : That is, a quies j 
from troubles that ariſe from different judgments and 
perſmaſions in matters of Religion, -which cauſe 
ſets and diviſions in it, though they break 
not out into an open War. ' Not that War 
be quite left out of the Sectaries reckoning. 


their - 
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the people, who are the neceſlary inſtruments 
of that miſchief, be not apt toſerve the ambi- 
tion of others, if it comes bare-faced to them, 
the mask of Religion is always put on, where- 
in all people are concerned, which makes it a 
common and popular intereſt. And therefore 
you ſhall ſcarce hear of a Rebellion of late 
times, in which Religion did not carry the 
Colours at leaſt, if not command in chief. 
But I ſhall nevertheleſs at this time forbear 
to:make that any part of the Schiſmaticks 
charge, but treat them upon their own terms, 
that they are as great enenues to War as any 
that. object it to them : Yet I muſt charge 
them all to be guilty of the breach of peace and 
quetin the Church, and that not accidentally, 
which may ſometimes bear excuſe, but ne- 
cellarily ; it is connatural and incident to the 
'very nature of Schiſm, which 18a rent or divi- 
ſion, ſo the word fignifies. It is the-worſt 
diſturbance that can be to any body, to be 
torn in pieces. It diflolves the bonds by which 


the parts are. joyned together, eſpecially that ' 


- which unites them tothe Head ; for:ſchiſm-in 


the Churches notion isproperly: a: ſeparation 


2 from 


$98 4 <4 ad 4 1 6” at als RET 2 OR 
COT eo > SIS. Fe "NBC EGS 1. IH Ns oy 
> x FE RE 7 in 2 EY FAR Ra? LS. Ed + LA x 
: 8 
. - 
7 LE: p: 
E 


their beginning for the moſt part from the 1 
ambition or diſcontent of a few, yet becauſe * 
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from the Head and authority, and 1s the ſame 
. in the Church that Rebellion or Treaſon is in 
'the State. Now as every diſobedience to the 
King and the Law 1s not Treaſon, though 
againſt the King, but the diſclaiming theright 
and power the King hath to govern, and the 
practice of ſuch things, by which his Regalia 
and rights are uſurpt by others, as to make 
War, to make Laws, tothruſt Officers upon 
him, to order the Coin, theſe and of the hke 
kind are only Treaſon. So every error or 
diſobedience in Religion makes not a' ſchiſm, 
but the diſclaiming the right and er the 
Church hath to govern them, and a uſurpa- 
tion of a right to themſelves, to order and 
frame points of Belief, and Forms how to 
ſerve and worſhip God, apart from. the 
Church, for.fo went the ſtyle of the ancient 
Church for Schiſm, altare contra altare, which 
inour modern dialect is a Conventicle againſt 
the Church. For though Schiſm be formally 
a ſeparation from the Head, yet conſequently 
it works upon the members ; for that which 
was at firit but difference of opinion, ſoon 
begets a difaffetion, and from that grows to 
hatred and contempt, and ſo falls into the . 
practice of ſuch things as deſtroy the very 
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being and power of Religion, which confiſts 
in the mutual affices of Charity; and though 
this miſchief breaks not out into an actual 
War, yet 18 always accompanied with moſt 
unnatural and unchriſtian practices , as S. 
| Fames long ſince obſerved, Jam. 3. 16. Where 
envy and ſtrife is, there is confuſion, and every evil 
work. Now to avoid all this, it will highly con- 
cern us to ſtudy to be quiet. 

Having cleared the firſt Point, the Object 
| of our ſtudy, Quiet, and wherein the formalir 
ratio of it conſiſts, and how it comes to be 
diſturbed by Schiſm: The next Point is, to 
enquire into the Principles whereon we are to 
ground our ſtudy ; for if there ſhould bean, 
- errour or miſtake in them, all our labour and 
{tudy is loſt, or worſe; for an inveterate, 

rounded, ſtudied errour 1sſo much the hard- 
er to be reclauned. It was no unreaſonable 
demand therefore of the Philoſopher, who 
asked a double reward for thoſe Scholars that 
had been already entred into the ſtudy of Phi- 
lolophy, becauſe his pains would be double 
with them, to undo firſt,and caſt out thoſe falſe 
prejudices which they Hd already learned.. - 

Now if itſhould happen, that they which 
are otherwiſe ſtudiousand deſirous of yon 
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'Rom. 17. ſhould not do the things that make for peace, as the 
- Apoſtle requires, our-ſtudy will grow upon 
us, firſt to unlearn thole falſe deceitful princi- 
les of peace, before we enqure into the true : 
Of ſome of the chief of theſe therefore I ſhall 
give you an account in the firſt place. It will 
conduce much to the peace of the Church, 
they ſay, Farſt, 
1. If Religion were .free, and all compullory 
means forborne. | 
2. If meer Errours in Judgment howſoever were 
not puniſhed as crimes, which is not in the power of 
any to help. . T0] | 
3. - Or if that, yet ( Thurdly ') That omiſſion of 
Forms and Ceremonies were not more ſeverely and 
frequently puniſhed, than notorious and ſcandalous 
crimes. 


- 4+ If fewer Articles and Points of Religion were 


gefined, itgrould make more room in the Church for 
thoſe that diſſent 99 | 

 5- AnotheBW If men of moderate Opinions 
were only imployed in the: Church.- - 

6. The luſt, and moſt importunate pre- 
tender to peace, 18, Liberty of Conſcience. 

But that none of M theſe are. things' that 
make for peace; FE ſhall ſhew witH as. much 
brevity as the matter-is capable of ;; as firſt, 

| | 1. Not 
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r. Not the forbearance of all compulſory means * 


by puniſhments, which, they ſay, is repug- 
nant to that freeneſs with which Religion 
{h6uld be entertained, and only forces men to 


ant hypocritical obedience to that which in _ 


in their judgments they deteſt. 

Religion, I grant, ſhould be free; it isno 
Religion which is not fo; But it is as true, 
that every other act of vertue, and obedience 
to the Laws ſhould be free likewiſe; but 
therefore not to puniſh them that tranſgreſs, 
were'to proclaim a perpetual Jubile, and ſet 
_ openall _ doors: God would never have 

enjoyned the Magitrate to puniſh temporally, 
nor himſelf threatned to puniſh eternally, it 
the fear of that did corrupt our obedience : 
For our: Saviour in the Parable, when the 
gueſts came not to the banquet at his invitation, 
commanded his ſervants to compel chem to come in, 
And where they ſay, the fruit of that is bat 
hypocriſie ; Hypocrites they are like enough 
to be, but from a worſe cauſe, not from the 
puniſhment, but their own frailties; becauſe 
they prefer their temporal ſafety before the 
eternal bleſſing which Chriſt hath promiſed. 
to all that ſuffer for his-lake and the truth.. Se- 
condly, It is true, that puniſhments reach not 
es | direaly 
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Cm to it: For, Fear is the beginning” of 
FViſdem, which Love muſt perfet, Though 
the Needle ſtays not 1n the Garment; yet it muſt 
lead the Thred that makes it up. The Rod 
indeed doth not teach the chuld, yet ſcares him 
to his book where he may learn : So though 


puniſhments do not perfe&t and accompliſh 


our duty, yet they ſet us to our {tudies, to con- 
{ider that we do not ra(hly caſt our ſelves up- 
on danger,which otherwiſe poſliblywe ns 1 


. never think off, but run on whither our wild 


vain fancies and groundleſs perſwalions led 


us : For Spes impunitatis eſt illecebra peccandi. Pu- 
niſhments therefore are both jaſtified for the 
godd they do, and are abſolved from the evil 
they are pretended to do; and therefore 
wholly to forbear them in matters of Religion 
15no good principle whereon to ground the 
Churches peace. 

The next 1s, That howſoever it be in other matters 
of Religion, it would make much for the quiet of the 
__ if Errors in Judgment were not puniſhed as 


' crimes, becauſe no man can be abler and wiſer than 


God hath made him. 
17 MAGE 11 It 


"Theſe 4.11, 
It is true, that an Error, -ſo long as it ſtays 
in the Underſtanding, and goes no further is 
not properly a lin ; 4 the Underitanding is 
not- agens liberum, but paſſive. In that the eye 
of the mind 1s as the eye of the body; if that 
be naturally ſhort-lighted, it is no fault that it 
ſees not ſo far as another : But if the weakneſs 
_. of the Underſtanding participate with the 
Will, which is agens liberum, and fo the Error 
comes within our power, then it may be pro- 
perly a fin. Thus is the caſe of all that diſſent 
in Sefs, for though in ſpeculation the Under- 
ſtanding 1s diſtin& from the Will, yet in prac- 
iſe they are ſeldom ſevered. For it is morally 
impoſſible, that after a man hath conceived an 
opinion, he ſhould not be well pleaſed with it, 
and have a will-as occaſion is to defend and 
propagateit too. And when it is Poluntarium, 
no doubt but it is Peccatum, and when error 
grows to be a ſin, I know no reaſon why it 
may not be puniſhed ; for intereſt reipublice pec- 
cata puniri. But for all that it 1s, they ſay, a 
oreat diſturbance of quiet to be tied to aſſent 
to that we cannot know nor comprehend. 


That'sa great miſtake. I know there is much - 


exception taken to the too yronen definitions 
of forne myſteries of the faith 
; M in 
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in the Creed commonly called by Athanaſiur, 
where there are many particulars which they 
cannot know nor comprehend, W hereas in 


truth it 1s not required of them, they ate not 


bound to knw theim, but to believe them ; for 
it is the mercy of God, that the defect of our 
knowledg may be fupplyed by the knowledg 


of others; for to believe is to ſee with other 


mens eyes, as knowledg is with our own. 

But. may we fafely ruſt others in that 
which fo neerly concerns asa Creed ? Yes fure, 
and i 18a8 well the mercy, asthe command of 
God, that we ſhould truit thoſe that watch 


over our ſouls ; yet {till that mult be to ſupply, 


the defet of our knowledg, not otherwile ; 
for the Church 1s not Lord of our Faith, but 
helper of our Ignorance. It ſupplies the de- 
tet of our light,it doth not put it out : for if a 
man knowsthe contrary,he 1s not bound to be- 
heve others ;for if he can ſee with his own eyes, 
why ſhall he be tied to ſee with other mens ? 

But then we mult diſtmgutſh betwixt not 
knowing the negative, and a "5 Ugo know- 
ingthe contrary : for if we refuſe to believe 
meerly becauſe we do not know. or under- 
ſtand, we leave no place for Faith at all, which 
8 the benefit toſee by others. And for that 
litive 
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politive knowledg which diſcharges us of be- 
heving others that we benot miſtaken, it is not 
every conjectural or probable perſwaſton will 
do it, but certain knowledg : and when that 
is, we may ſafely learn fromthe Schools; 46; 
on eſt for mido comtrarii, after diligent ſearch and 
enquiry,when there remains no ſcruple,doubt, 
or fear of he contrary, when the underſtand- 
ing is fixed, weare ſaid tobe certain. 

If this knowledge will ſerve to diſcharge us 
of believing others,every one that diflents will 
ſay hE knows the contrary, yea, and if need be 
will ſwear to it too; forthat's;an expedient 
lately found out'to obtain that liberty, That 


they may be admitted to ſwear they know the 


contrary to that which is commanded. Truly, 
if they will ſay it, and think ſo too, whether 
they ſwear.jt. or no, I think we may ſafely ab- 
ſolve them from the guilt of dyſobedience : but 
that muſt be in foro Conſcienia', only, and let 
them make the' belt uſe they.can- of that ;- yet 
infor externh,we cannot ;';for there the Judge 
miuſt, give ſentence according -to his know- 
ledge, and not according tothe knowledge of 
the party, if he-will do juſtice; And that courſe 
can be no good friend to Peace, which: is, an 
* enemyto Julhice. brite aol. 
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Though Errors may be puniſhed, yet it 
troubles the quiet of many, that the omiſſion of 
Forms and Ceremonies is more ſeverely puniſhed then 


ſome foul and ſcandalous crimes. 


To this T anſwer, Firit, That they who 
object this, are not to be truſted with the bal- 
lance of ſins, for we know how the Market 
went for them when they held the Scale : O- 
bedience tothe King and the Laws, and ferv- 
ing God according to them, were the great 


ſcandalous crimes. 


2. Allowing it to be true as they ſay, "That 
omiflion of Forms' and Ceremonies 1s by the 
Church more frequently and ſeverely puniſh- 
ed then greater faults. But how greater? It 
may be 1n thar proper and natural guilt and ob- 
liquity, according to which ſentence ſhall be 
grven at the day of Judgment, and to death 
eternal. But our earthly Tribunals are not 
ereed to anticipate the day of Judgment, to 
bring all ſinnersto- trial fos whatſoever they 
have 'cominitted in the fleſh, and according 
to the proper meaſure of their guilt ; but for 
a particular end and wfe ; that people, while 
they live here 1n the world, and'm ſociety , 
may be kept in good order and- quiet, from 
doing or receiving wuries. And to this end *' 

1s 


. - . 


15the degree of their. puruſhments commen- 
ſurate: Treaſon and Rebellion are more le- 
verely puniſhed in the State then many other 
hainous crimes, becauſe they deſtroy the very 
foundation of government and Society. And 
for the ſame reaſon, a ſchiſmatical diſobedi- 
ence, though but in matters of Form and Ce- 
remony, wa with more careand {tri&- 


neſs,becauſe it deſtroys the very end for which 


the power 1s given the Church to puniſh, 
which is, the preſervation of peace and unity. 
For hn the Paſtors of the Church may 
and muſt by way of Inſirudion, the better to 
prepare us for ouraccount at the great and ge- 
neral Judgment, .give every 11n-the proper 
weight and meaſure of guilt, that is by way of 
Irfirufion.: But by way of Grrefionthe Church 
is bound up to certain cauſes, andif they keep 
not their bounds, they ſhall be ſure to hear of 
a prohibition ; and thoſe cauſes are eſpecially 
ſuch, for which the ppwer is only given, 
T hat the peaceable orderly Worſhip and fer- 
vice of God be not diſturbed. - 
| For though they are ever telling us, 1t 1s 
for trifles;, ceremonies, or indifferent things; 
tis but | the fame quarrel the Atheiſts have 
againſt God himfelt, for being fo m__—_ 
= Os nde 
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fended for an Apple, a trifle which ſcarce any 
man that hath an Orchard would have been 
troubled with ; and one Anſwer will ſerve 


| bothin eflect. In that forbidden fruit, Gods 


authority in commanding, and Adams duty in 
obeying, were ſymbolically engaged tor him 
and his, and there was venome enough in that 
toinfet both. The Rites and Ceremonies of 
the Church, in ike manner, though not in ' 
like degree, though in their opinion as mcon- 
fiderable as the paring of Adams apple, yet 
when diſcord and diſobedience 1s found with 
them, there is poy{on enough in that for the 
ſtrongeſt antidote the Church doth at any 
time make uſe of. Let not that therefore mil: 
lead or diſturb our Student of Quiet. 

| Nor that which, 1m the Fourth place, they 
look at as Mother Expedient for Peace, If 


fewer Points and Articles of Religim were defined , 
that ſo the Church-door may be wider open 


to let 1n thoſe whoſe diflent now troubles the 
peace of the Church. 

[t is fat, I grant; the Church-door- ſhould 
ſtand always open, but for ſuch as ſhall be fit 
toenter ; for it would bea dangerous thing to 
{etany door ſo wide open to let in arr enemy 
upon us. But to what purpoſe would we haye 

the 
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the Church-door fo wide, when the Gate of 
Heaven is ftrait ? why ſhould they betaken 
in here, if they ſhall be turned back there ? 
The Church is a City,. as Jeruſalem, a City that 
15 at unity 1n it ſelf, fo it isa City too that hath. 
gates and walls to {hut-out others. 

He that came to a little City, where there 
wasa great Cate, merrily warned the Citizens 
to take heed leſt their City went not out at the 
Gate, may ſoberly be ſaid to thoſe that would 
have the Church-door fo- wide to let-in a!) 
Sects, totake heed leſt the Church gets not 
out at the door : For where ſo many Religj- 
ons are,it may be feared, that ſoon there will be 
none at all. If we be not, as the Apoſtle com- 
mands, built up in the ſame Faith, it will avail 
us little to be found within the ſame walls. 

It 5 therefore a perverſe remedy for peace, 
to abate or diminiſh the Articles and definitions 
ofthe Church,which were made of purpole to 
take away controverſies; it would be a {trahge 
courſe toend controverſies, to take away the 
defhnitions. Our Student mult read his Books 
backward,if he ſeek for peace from hence. We 
might -as well fay, all the world would be 

uiet, -if there were no Judges, nor Laws to 
; Sale. differences, 


There 
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There is another Expedient for Peace, 
which I hear muck _ of, and highly ſet 
by as a great point of prudence, If men of mode- 
rate opimons were only taken mto imployment in»the 
Church. ... ; 
Moderation,. I confeſs, 1s an excellent vertue, 
and much to be deſired ; Let your moderation be 
known unto all men, Phil. 4. 5. But then it muſt 
be in a ſubjec capable of it, wherein there are 
extremes and excelles to be moderated, as 
there is certainly in our paſſions, there it 1s 
proper. S. Paul gives it for a Leflon to all 
Students in Religion, Epheſ. 4. 31. Let all bit- 
rernef,, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil 
ſpeaking, be put away from you, with all malice; and 
be ye kind one to another, and tender-hearted, forgiv- 
ing one another, even as God for Chriſts ſake hath for- 
wen you. This no doubt 18a very ft temper 
l quiet, and none more unfit then angry, 
waſpiſh, and domineering ſpirits. ; 
Only this caution is to be obſerved in lenity, 
T hat it be ſuch -as may win men into the 
Church,not ſuch as may ſecure and encourage 
them to ſtay without. Yet lenity and gentleneſs 
15{o good a Vertue, that I am loth to cait water 
upon it, or ſeem to temper it. | 
But for men of moderate opinions, I am 
at. 
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at aloſs to know what they ſhould be; for 
moderation there cannot be, but between ex- 
treams : Now what extreams are there of o- 
inions1n a ſetled Church, unleſs the Church 
G one extream, and the Schiſmatick another ? 
and then the man of moderate opinions 1s he 
that is part Church-man, and part Schiſma. 
tick. I hope none are ſo unkind to their Mo- 
ther the Church, to charge extremities upon 
her Docrineor Laws. Itthere be any ſuch, 
they are but Hybrides in Religion, and make a 
new ſect in the Church, as pernicious to the 
peace of it as any of the reſt, The truth is, 
moderate opinions are a-Chimera, a phanlle ; 
either nothing, or ſomewhat worſe then no- 
thing : for poſſibly they may beſtow that good 
word ( Moderation ) upon ſuch as care little 
either to obſerve the Lam themſelves, 'or to re-. 
quire it of others. If theſe be the men of mo- 
derate opinions, I wonder how they will be 
able to give account of their juſtice and fidelity 
to the ruſt committed to them. Yes, they 
 fay, very well; It is rather prudence then 1n- 
| Juſtice, to mitigate and ſweeten the ſharpneſs 


and rigour ofthe Law. But if the Law it ſelf - 


be too-rigorous, in God's name let it be amen- 


ded, and not left to the arbitrary power of 
: HY others 
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others to doit, for that's known to be a reme- 


dy ten times worle then the diſeaſe, It is ſaid 


in Phyſick, 1 know not how truly, that an_ 
error in the fir{t concoction, 15 not mended in 
the ſecond : It is certainly true here, an error . 
or exceſs in the Law, which isthe firſt conco- 


- tion of juſtice, will beill-cured afterward by 


an arbitrary partality in the execution. I 
hope therefore no wile Student of quiet, will 
take ſuch Moderators for the beſt Miniſters of 
peace. But I leave them, and come to the 
moſt popular, and therefore moſt dangerous 
principle in the {tudy of quiet; that 1s, Liberty 


\ of Cinſcience. . 


I have ſpoken to this point heretofore in 


' this place; yet becauſe of late our New Philo- 


ſophical Divines, as well as others, preſs hard 
for it, knowing without a ſree Market , they 
cannot vend their new bold ſpeculations; I 
ſhall reſume the point agayn a little more 
largely, yet within the compals of theſe two - 
particulars. 

Firſt, That there is a great deal of reaſon 
to reſtrain the Conſeience, and Secondly, T hat 
there 1s no reaſon to give it kberty. 

1. There 1s reaſon enough to reſlrain the 
Conſcience, for the mi{chief it doth to Quiet 
| _ when 
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when it 15 at hone Gr all the diſcord and- 
 diviſzons of the Chirch grow from hence, and 
. that is a miſchief we have reaſon to avoid. 

Mark them ( laith S. Paul ) which cauſe diviſions Rom.16, 
among you and avoid them. T here is reaſon then 7 E 
to mark that which cauſeth them to make di- | 4 
viſions, and that's the Conſcience. It 1s noquiet- Þ 
terin the Common-wealth, where it deltroys 
the very Foundation of Government, and fru- 
{trates the Ordinance of God for it in Princes 
and Magiltrates; for what 1s left for them to 
do, if every one mult follow the diQtate of his 
own Conſcience, that 1s, in. plain terms, be 
bound only to obey himſelf. 

This 1s no \lander to the pretenders of Con- 
ſcience ; they will ſay as _—_ themſelves, if 
ye ask them. Ask the Schiſmatick why he 
joyns not with the congregation of Gods peo- 
ple ? and he will tell you, His Conſcience will 
not ſuffer him. Ask the Rebel in the State, 
why he takes up Arms to the ruine of his Kin 
| and Countrey? and his Conſcience will an- 
{wer for him, That it is Gods cauſe/and it is to 
do him ſervice. Ask him again, why he doth, 
not repent of the miſchief done by it ? ( for that | 
they ſeldom do ) and the Conſcience will 
ſerve that turn too, It is Gods cauſe, and the 
N 2 Con- 
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Conſcience will not ſuffer them to repent of that. 
Thus we ſee, the Conſcience, as it 18 uſed,doth 


_ notonly open a door to {1n, but ſhuts the very 


door to mercy,that 18 Repentance. 

If S. John ſaid. true, as no doubt he did, 
That there were many Anichriſts, then poſſibly the 
Conſcience thus 11aproved may be one of them. 
For, it ſets it ſelf mm the Church above all that 
is called God, yea, and God himſelf too, in 
a ſenſe ; for his Laws are notto be obeyed, 
unleſs the Conſcience fir{t allows then to be his : 
and thus all is reſolved into the Conſcience, as the 
dernier reſort and laſt appeal. 

W le the King _ the Pope are contend- 
ing for Supremacy , the Conſcience without 
{crupte puts 1n for it againſt both, and takes it 
tor her right to be ſupreme 1n all cauſes as well 
Eccleſiaftical as Civil. There-is great com- 
plaint in the world of domineering over the 
Conſcience; but have we not rather cauſe to 
ms, ain of the domineering of the Conſci- * 
ence* And if any liſt toſee the Conſcience 
ating all this, we need go no further then 


our late times, when the Conſcience was looſe 


for a while ; one would think Hell had broke 
looſe, fo fill'd was on a ſadden the Church 
with ſets, and the Common-wealth with 

| con- 
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confulion.: There is reaſon enough therefore 


to reſtrain the Conſcience that acts all this, if 
we knew how. | 


. 2 . TY 
The next thing I undertook to ſhew, 1s, 


T hat there is no reaſon why it ſhould have liberty ; 
and particularly, not that which o1ves the fair- 
elt colour to it : Neither the daty we owe to 
Truth, which ſeems to have ſome right to liber- 
ty ; nor that we owe to the Will of God, that 
nothing be done againſt the Conſcience. For 
the fir(t. T 
Truth is that ( I confeſs ) which no conl1- 
deration of peace may warrant us to deſert ; 
for I could never be of that opinion, That 
Truth im ſmaller matters may-for Peace ſake 
be either denied or prejudiced. Magnaeſt teri- 
tas etiam in minimis , m Gods name let it pre- 
vail over all. But then it mnit be Perizas in re- 
bus, not Peritas in intelleu. Forthough Truth 
be defined to bea conformity of the under- 
ſtanding to the thing as 1t 1s indeed, yet takes 
the name from both ; from the thing where 
T ruth is originally, and from the underſtand- 
ing where 1t 1s only repreſented. Truth in that 
firſt reference to the thing, admits no.qualift- 
cation ; things muſt betaken as they are, be 
they never fo ſmall: but as the thmgs come to 
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be repreſented to, and entertained- by the 
Underſtanding, by reafon of the miſtakes and 
errours that may happen in that, though 
Truth it ſelf, or Truth in the thing cannot, 
yet my apprehenſion of it may both yield to 
better, and .may ſometimes be waved for 
peace ſake. To argue from Truth in the 
thing, to Truth inthe apprehenſion only, 1s 
a fallacy againit the Rules of Reaſoning, we 
call it Petitio principii, or a begging of the gueſti- 
on. If a Sectary ſhould beg an alms, I wiſh 
he may have it z but he ſhall beg long ere it be 
granted him, that he hath the Truth. How 
then can he preſume upon that truth, to which 
he hath no other title but his own perfwaſton, 
which can beno better then any mans elle, ' 
who is as {trongly perſwaded to the contrary ? 
And this s all the ſervice that Truth can do 
the Conſcience for liberty. 

2. The ſecond thing whereupon the Con- 
{cience eſpecially bears it ſelf fo high, is the 
Will of God that nothing be done againit the 
Conſcience. 'T hat no doubt isa great offence, 
and made ſo by the.greatelt Authority : Yet 
the ſame God that requires our obedience to 
the Conſcience, commands us likewiſe to o- 
bey our Parents, our Princes and Governours, 

| and 
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and all theſe ftand' upon as good authority as 
the Conſcience. It we cannot reconcile our 
obedience to that with our obedience to theſe, 
we may {in againit God, when we do not {1n 


againlt the Conſcience, For though God hath 
erected a Tribunal in every mans breaſt, and 


there ſet the Conſcience to be a_Judg of all 


our actions, there be other Tribunals of Ju- 
{tice befides, of Gods erection too, and to 
which he hath ſubjected the very Conſcience. 
Te muſt needs be ſubjet ( Rom. 13. ) not only for 
wrath, but alſo for conſcience. And after both 
theſe, there 1s another Tribunal in Heaven, 
to which all Judges, Conſcience and all muſt 
g1ve an account one day. For the Conſcience 
15 no Court of Record ; the Decrees and Acts 

aſled there, will be no good evidence at that 
Bar; there all muſt be re-examined, and tried 
over again. Though I now nothing by niy ſelf , 
(-ſfaith S. Paul ) yet am I not thereby juſtified. 


Though he could not charge his Conſcience - 


with any offence , he knew a further traal 
- mult paſs upon him before he could be ab- 
ſolved. My Conſcience indeed may be 
pleaded there in evidence againſt me asa Wiit- 
neſs to condemn me, but not. as a Judg to 
abſolve me. It isa great miſtake in the power 
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condemn us, if we doany thing” againlt it , 
the Text 1s clear for that ; but that it will ab- 
ſolve us for that we do according to it, there 
isno Text, I am ſure, for that. We mult 
then be tried by the Law , and not by the 
Conſcience : For how the proceedings will 
be at that Bar, we have arecord, Matth. : 5,37. 
When the Son of Man ſhall come in his glory, and 
all the holy Angels with him ; Then ſhall he fit upon 
the throne of his glory , and before him ſhall be ga- 
thered all nations. When the Court was ſet, the 
Charge was given to thoſe on the left hand ; 
I was an hungred, and ye gave me no meat; I was 
athirſt , and.ye gave me nodrink; Iwas a ſtranger, 
and ye took me not in, naked, and ye cloahed me 
not ; ſick and in priſon, and ye viſited me nat. - 
Tothis Charge the Conkcience ( no doubt 
confidently enough ) pleaded Not guilty; Lord, 
when ſaw wee thee an hungred , or athirſt, or a 
firanger , or naked, or ſick, or in priſm, and did 
not miniſter unto thee * Their Conſcience could 
accuſe them of none of theſe things; for all 
that, the Sentence went againſt them upon a 
point of Law and Equity ; In that ye did it not to 
theſe ( laith the Judg } ye did it not tome. And for 


this they were condemned to eternal punifh- 
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If they that ſtand ſo much upon their con: 
ſciences did ſeriouſly conſider thisthey would 
find as little cauſe to deſire that liberty , as 
there is to grant it, ſeeing it ſtands them in 
{o little ſtead when they have molt need of 
it; for when they think their conſcience 
ſhall anſwer for them, they mult then anſwer 
for their conſcience, and upon trial, the con- 
{cience may prove the great offender. Thus 
havel hitherto given you an account of ſome 
ofthe vulgar miſtaken principles of Quiet , 
which our Student 1s Cell to unlearn ; which 
are all but the patching up ofa falſe deceitful 
peace, condemned in the Politicks under the 
name of a Syncretiſmus, when all the Factions 
in Crete joyn'd together in a common _—_ 
which laſted no longer then the caule of it : 
like the bonds of a hard Froſt , that binds 
Earth and Water , Sticks and Stones all to- 
gether, till the Sun comesto ſhine upon them, 
and then they all preſently return to their 
proper place and nature again. 

But!I tear I have run out all my time almoſt 
in theſe miſtaken ways of peace: I preſume 
it will be a greater offence to leave you here 
now , then to beg a little more time to ſet 
yeh im the right way., though I ſhall not go 
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beyond the office of a Mercury, to point the 
hand where 1t hes. | 

T here is the Kings high-way to peace, and 
the Students private way, and both good in 
their kind. With the Kings way I (hall not 
meddle, as being fitter matter for our thank- 
fulneſs then inftrucion, who hath already 
paved the way for us by wholſom Laws for 
that purpoſe. But becauſe oft-times Vitia ſuns 
remediis fortiora, the compulſory way by Law, 
though always necellary, 1s not always ef- 
fectual; tothe Kings way we mult add the 
Studentsalſo: That every one 1n his parti- 
cular makes it his care and bufinefs to, contri 
butetoit, that it bean artzhcial ſtudied peace, 
to which not Fear only , but Conſcience of 
Duty and Religion obligeth us. 

Now every:good Student of any Science 
ſearches ito the true. and proper cauſe of 
things; for, Scire eft per cauſas cognoſcere. If 
the cauſe of all divition m the Church , be 
differing in judgment, nothing can-cure that 
but'a|conſent; - S:Paul therefore preſcribes 
that for the remedy, 1 Gr. 5.10. Thatthere 
be no diviſions among you; how may that ' be 
helped ? 1t follows, But that ye be perfeAly joyn-. 
ed rpgetber ' inthe ſame mind , and in the ſame jules 


ment,” - 


| AGF'Y 
ment. T his is the true Apoſtolical Principle, 
whereon we are to ground our Study of Qui- 
et : Forall the fine things and ſentences that 
are ſpoken for peace and quiet, will little 
move thoſe that are, and may very well be 
confident , they ought not howſoever have 
peace with Sin, or Error. Unleſs therefore 
we can be firſt perſwaded that we ought not 
to charge the Church with either , we do no- 
thing for Peace, This I contels is the great 
difhculty , yet if this be not done, there can 
be no hope of Peace. | 
 Andto do this, I ſhall not ſend our Stu- 
dent to the Polemick School, to'convince 
him out of ſpeculative Principles of Reafon 
and Divinity ; for to that ſtudy, fome have 
not capacity, others not leiſure : I ſhall on- 
ly commend to him fome praflical -Princi- 
PX of Religion, obvious to all, and demed 
y none, that out ofthem he may learn not 
to diſlent from, or condemn the Church of 
Error. 

Toprevent the paſling that ſentence,'let 
the Student, 1. Study himſelf , his own con- 
dition. 2.\Let him Srudy the Church againft 
which he paſeth ſentence. 3. Let him ſtudy 
he ature 4nd; quality of the things where- 
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The Study of Quiet. 
upon judgment is given. 4. Let him con- 
ſider well the manner of mou_ in judgment. 
In all which we ſhall fnd ſome known Prin- 
ciple of Religion to direct us. 

1. Firſt, In the ſtudy of our ſelves, and our 
own condition : K$<lgion teacheth us to 
have an humble, lowly, mean opinion of 
our ſelves ; and not without cauſe, whether 
we reſpe& our Underſtandings, or our Af- 
feftions: Our Underitandings are naturally 
weak, imperfect, ſhort-{1ghted, we know but 
in part, the beſt of us; and our Aﬀections 
too are dilloyal to our Underitandings, The 
heart of man, ſaith the Prophet, is deceitful a- 
bove all things, We have little reaſon then to 
truit our-lelves much m either. He that 1s 
truly conſcious of his own weakneſs: or lame- 
neſs,will be content to be ſupported by others. 
If we ſtudy this point well, our own infirmy- 
ties, we ſhould learn more willingly to aflent 
to, and take ſupport from the Church. 

_ Eſpecaally, 1f 1n the ſecond place, we ſtudy 
that too- whofe Governors Religion likewiſe 
reaches us to obey, For they watch over our ſouls , 
Heb. 13.17. Ifit bea good point of Religi- 
on, in lowlineſs of mind to eſteem others better ant 


eur ſelves, Phil: 2. 3: it 15 Religion and 
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fon both, to think our Governors wiſer too : 
tor there 18a preſumption always in favour of 
them. S. Paul gives it fora rule to Timothy, 


Not to receive an” accuſation Ruinf an Elder , but : Tim. x. 
before two or three witneſſes, becauſe it is to be 


preſum'd on the part of Age and Authority, 
to know more, and offend leſs. But when 
it comes to be the whole Elderſhip, all our 
Governors-joyntly, the preſumption is ſo 
much the ſtronger. If we add this {tudy to 
the former, how little reaſon we have to truſt 
our ſelves, and how much we have to truſt 
our Governors, we will not raſhly paſs ſen- 
tence againſt them, 1f we have either Reaſon 
or Religion 1n us. 

3. And yet we have more work for our 
Student ; Let him, in the third place, conl1- 
der the nature and quality of the things where- 
upon judgment 1s given, how apt they are 
to deceiveus. Truth is many times ſo hke 
an Error, and Error comes fo near to T ruth, 
that he had need be careful and circumſpect 
that ſhall diſtinguiſh them 1n ſome caſes. And 
in others again, Truth les hid under many 
folds, «ſpecially ambiguity of words, the com- 
- mon cheat ofall Students, whoare more of- 
— #endcceiv'd into opinions then convinc'd. It 
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is not ſtrange to ſee ſomany go aſtray from 


the Church, to whom the things of it are re- 


reſented under the covert of falſe names, 
when they hear the Government of it called 
Tyranny ; obedience, ſlavery; contempt, 
courage; licence, liberty; frenzy, zeal ; order, 
ſuperſtition. How ealily thus may {imple 
people miltake their way, and fall into the pit 
that's cover'd over with ſhadows and falſe 
names of things ? When he hath ſtudied this 
point well, 

4. Let him, in the fourth place, be well 
adviſed in what manner he proceeds in judgment, 
and upon what evidence : For, allowing the 
Conſcience to bea Judg, it mult not treſpaſs 
upon the Rules of good Judicature, as, both 
{des mult be heard impartally, which is ſel- 
dom done ; the Conſcience muſt not be mil-led 
no more then other Judges, by prejudice, 
paſſion, or favour ; for what can that judg- 
ment be worth which is perverted by any of 
thele. Now 1t we examine how molt men 
come to paſs ſentence againſt the Church, we 
ſhall find it to be upon very {hght evidence : 
It may be their Education, they have been 
always brought up that way ; for Secs com 


monly run na blood, ma fanuly: Or t 
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have been ſo taught, they ſay, by good men; 
that indeed 1s the ſum and upſhot of the Faith 
of molt that dient, the credit given to ſome 
weak, private, ignorant Inftructer, whoſe 
perſon they have in admiration, without 
any great cauſe, God knows; whereas their 
private judgments, becanſe they are parties , 
ought always to be ſuſpected, if we be wile; 
and becauſe againſt their Governors, to be 
contemn'd, if we be obedient. 

All theſe well ftudied, may make for peace 
when poflibly Arguments, and Diſputes, and 
Puniſhments too will not doit. And yet if 
{ill none of theſe will make' our Student 
quiet, 

Let him, inthe laſt place, make trial of a 
common remedy that prevails in all caſes of 
difficulty : Let hin but fludy his own ſecu- 
rity, the ſafeſt courſe, and he ſhall find that 
better provided for inthe Churchesjudgment, 
then in his own; for, if he ſhould erre in 
following the Church, or his Governors, for 
that 1s poſſible, the greateſt part of that guilt, 
ſome ſay all, I ſay.only the greateſt part, 
mult lie at their door that command that 
which js unlawful: But if they ſhould erre 
in following their own judgment, or a Judge 
0 


 TI-31l- Seek peace, and enſue it. Tfit be hidden, ſeek 
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of their own chooling, for that makes it their 


own too, and that 1s more then poſſible, all 
the blame and guilt then muſt of neceſlity 
and inexcuſably fall upon themſelves. Up- 
on theſe principles, ſetting aſide all thoſe that 
may convince our judgments in particulars, 
from thele alone, I ſay, we ſee how fate, how 
prudent, how religious a thing it is to ſubmit 
our private judgments to the publick, for the 
peace of the Church. 

It remains only now, that we imploy our 
beſt endeavour and ſtudy for it,which is the ſe- 
cond = of the Text, and the laſt thing to be 


conlidered, 


os” "7 
ACRE 46 b 
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That ye ſludy. 

Tudy 1s an earneſt intention of the - mind , 

by diligent ſearch and enquiry. Wiſhing 

well to Quiet, or ſpeaking welt of it, will 
not ſerve; the greateſt diturbers of Peace 
will do that many times, give ita good word, 
when they will not part with the phanſte for 
it. . And yet Quiet 1s a thing that requires 
care and pains ſomewhat more then ordina- 
ry: For when v. Peter likewiſe ſpeaks of 
eace, it 15inthe words of the ſame import, 
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it out ; 1f it flies from you, pyrſue after it. 
It is a buſte thing to be quiet. The word 
 heretranſlated, .S:udy, is in the Original #2-- 


Te oye, Re ambitious of it - that is, purſue and 


ſtady it as you would do Mgnour and Preter- 


ment: And that, I think, is as much as 
can be deſired ; and yet no more then Quiet 
both deſerves and needs. . 

*Firlt,: 1: deſerves it. For though quiet be 
rather Status vite, then Virtue , it 18 yo Ver- 
tuetlelt, yet the belt ſoil to plant Vertue in. 
The fruits of righteouſneſs are ſown in peace, Jar. 

3.18; Soare all the fruits of rnduitry\ Lands 
ing; Arts, Sciences, Trafhick, Commerce, 
flouriſh, moſt in the calm temperate clime ; 
but in troubles and difſentions every -good 
thing Foes: backward, only miſchief thrives. 
- Tt fares with troubled times, as in troubled 
waters; all the filth, dirt and mire in; the 
bottom gets them upto the top. We ſaw as 
much when our waters were lately troubled ; 
what a deal of filth, dirt and mire, what lor- 
did ſtuff was then got upto the topand hight- 
eſt place of rule ind 


and quiet, which hath ſunk them to their. 


proper place again, the bottom : And. 
P | 


there 
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are we the more oblſg'd to ftudy that peace : 
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The Study of 
there let theya lie, if you would be quiet. 
2. Asit deſerves therefore our ſtudy, fo it 
needs it too; for 1t*1s a difficult thing to: be 
quiet, the way to it lies through ſo many 
parts and duties ofKeligion, and not the eaſ1- 
eſt of them neither: To deny our ſelves, 
by humility and lowlineſs of mind to ac- 
knowledge our own weakneſs and frailty, to 
ſubmit our judgments to others, as better 
and wyſer then ourſelves; to ſubdue our paſ- 
fions and luſts, from whence the Apoſtle ob- 
ſerves Wars and Contentioms to' come , from our - 
Luſts ; and to all theſe the Fleſh hath natu- 
rally a reluctance, Our Student therefore hath 
need to contend with himſelf to be at peace 
with others. . 4 
S. Paul was at Athens when he wrote this 


| Epilike, a famous Univerſity forthe {tady of 


all liberal Arts and Sciences. I cannot fay 
he had theſe in his-thought, when he com- 
mended this ſtudy to the Theſſaloniats, as an 
Art of more uſe then any he found at Athens : 
Yet when I ſec him ſo paſſionately earneſt 
for it, to befeech them to ſtndy., we have 
reaſon to value# as an*Art well worthy of 
Schools, and Profeſſors, and Students. And 
they would-make a Royal: Siety, whereof the 

_ King 
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bo. + by office, and by a care equal to that, 


hath by Law provided, that under Him we may :Tim.a.2. 
þ and quiet life m all godlineS and 


live a peaceab 
honefly. He hath lil ſenſe of Homns, that 
will not enter himſelf a Student finder that 
conduct. The veryword for Study, $:0oTy@e's- 
S«, Carries Honour with it; 

And yet Ican tell them of a higher School 
for it then this, and wherein Kings. them- 
{elvesarecontent to be Students. Our Lord 
Chrilt, the great Mediator of our eternal 
Peace with Heaven, would not be brought © 
into the world without a Song of Peace on 


aſter , whois our Peace- 
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_ by Angels: And when he left thes.Joi. «4, 


wi e I leave with you. And when he comes 
apain tojudgethe world, we have reaſon to 
look that he wil call us to a reckoning how 
weule his Legacy. And ſo he will for 
be 1s That Lord, Matth. 24. that wheds, e came 
and found ſome ſmiting their fellow- ſervants, 
commanding them to be cut aſunder, and have 
their portion with hypocrites : : A pumſhment 
well fitted tothe ofkence; there was a ſchiſm 
inthe fault, and there ſhall be another ſchiſm 


inthe puniſhment ; they who ſundred and 


P 2 | divided. 


-bequeathed it as a Legacy after him, *7 
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drvided from their Brethren, ſhould'them- 

ſelvs be cut aſunder, and have their portion 

with hypocrites. But for the Peace-makers, 

when he cotnes, he will provide better com- 

Matt, 5-9: pany, for they ſhall be called the Children'of God. 
Bleſſed are they then whom the Lord when 

” he comes ſhall .fhnd at their {tudies. of that 
Quiet,which gives them ſo fair a Title to Eter- 
na} Reſt and Peace in Heaven with Chriſt, 
and all the Children of God. 


A SERMON 
Preached before His 
Majeſty at Whitehall, March r8. I66£. 


+ LuRES. 4-. I TI. 
.---And to do your own buſineſs. 


CR ERAG « H E whole Verſe, whereof theſe 

3 T2 words are a part, is an Exhorta- 
75/44) 15; tion to the ſtudy of TwolLel- 

£4; lons; One for: Quiet, the other 
for Buſineſ': That ye ſtudy to be 
q'et, and to do your own buſtnef. 

Ofthe former, the laſt time I had the ho- 
nor to be called to this Service, we treated 
particularly ; and it wasa point wel] worthy 
our carz and ſtudy. Butthe Leſſon we are 
now to learn, ſeems not much to deſerve or 
need it. 

1 have not ( Iconfeſs) ſought far for a 
Text,but took that whuch came next to hand. 
Nor 


Staat p . g & - © _—_— og 
LL 7 NE RES OBS SO ESE 1-4-3 oo TS tle. WOES Bern PY; s 
G <4 rat AE. *&- "I "4 - k Sy ». "3 ra. 
XL COATS ix - v'F, Le Ve * KY <A be EY q Tr > $4.0 LIE W 
- oy oo Re OE BEE es FER AO. de WIR Frog nl 2d 
WA - - ** to WE Ws *. AS » 
yo Dd Fs a 
o ” _ S G 
F "IL Y -. 
i 
ph , 5 ® 
a: 
” . 
- 
x 


Nor doth the Text put you to ſeek far what 
you are to do, It'is but your own buſineſs. In. 
both reſpe&ts it may be thought , unfit tor this 
Audience, which is not of that .quality to be 
entertained with no better Proviſion than 
what comes next to hand; and eſpecially it 
that ſhould prove plain and homely, as this is, 
To do ohr own boſon; ; and as it follows, To work 
with our own hands : This is but a kind of Mecha- 
aical Doctrine ; and what ſhould that do here 
in Court ? OE” | 

Not to leave my ſelf and the Text under 
this prejudice ; That I ſought no farther for 
it, was not of cafineſsor neglect, but Choice ; 
Becauſe I found it not only in conjunction 
| and company with the excellent Study of 

uiet, to which ary kind of retainer ab large 
might deſerve reſpect; but alſo, Becauſe I ſaw 
it ſet by the Apoltl® in a place ofnear and in- 
timate relation, a'Principle and Foundation to 


it. The next way to be quiet abroad, -is to be 


buſie at home. And though it be hut plain Do- 


Arine, 'tis never the worſe for that uſe; for - 


Foundations are belt, when plaineſt. It ig noted as 


a cauſe why men make little proficiency un 


' Arts and Sciences, that the Principles and Ele- 
ments are not ſo welt{tudied as they ſhould be. 
| OT | And 
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And thereafon why they fall under that _ 


lect, is, Becauſe none of the great things whic 


the Art it ſelf promiſes, are ſeen in the Princi- 
ples at firſt. And therefore Raintlian, that the 
Schollars of his Art might not be diſcouraged 
with the meanneſs of his Fir{t-Elements, tells 
them, that Latent Fundamenta, conſpiciuntur adifi- 
cia; thereis littleto be ſeen in the Foundation, 
that lies hid under ground ; all the beauty and 
luſter is in the SuperſtruQtion. This doing our 
own buſineſs, 74 i914 nparley 18 a praQtcal pxin-- 


ciple, whereupon depends much of the buſ1- 


neſs. of our whole lives, and ſahath the fate of. 


other foundations, tobe little ſeen and regard- 
ed; It lies low under ground, andweover-. 
look it, as a thing not worthy any. mans: 
thought or care. But to give it the due, we 
mult not look upon what it is in Sight, but what. 
It 18 in. Tergye;, A Principle and Foundation 
whereupon 1s built that, which is the defire of 


all good men, the publickpeace and quiet of 


the Church and Kmgdom. And.then.we may 
allow it to be good Doctrine which hath fo 
good a Ulſe.. It'tsa goed tree that brings forth 


good fruit. 


But then you will ſay, It muſt be in- ſeaſoz 
too. Now the wiſe man tells us, There is a time 
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or war, as well as a time for peace. And can it 
then be ſeaſonable again and again thus to im- 
portune the ſtudy of ſuch things as make for 
peace, at a time when we are all, - and have 
cauſeto bein preparation for war ? Tndeed if 
it were ſuch a peace, as would weaken the 
hands of any in the purſuit of that Juſt, Ne- 
ceſfary and Royal Expedition, it were a moſt un- 
ſeaſonable Solecihm : But we mult know, As 
thereis a War that makes for Peace,ſo there is 
a Peace that makes for War. Unityamong our 
ſelves, binds us cloſe together ; we are the 
HNronger for it. $” unita fortior ; 1n diviſions and 
"diſcord, ſtrength is diſtracted and ſcattered ; 
Dum ſingudi pugnant, omnes VIncuntur. Domeſtzck 
Peace = though it comes not out of the 
Artillery, is 890d Ammumtion for War : And 
it.fallsin well too, with the expreſ? Letter and 
Doctrine of the Text, It is our own buſmeſs. As 
it is the proper-bulineſs of a Kin#to protect 
His Subjects from the Inſolencies and Injuries 
of proud inſulting Neighbours; ſo its the buſt- 
neſs of every good Subject too, to aſſiſt Him 
in it with their Livesand Fortunes. W hether 
therefore we ſeek for Peace at home, or have 
cauſe of War abroad, the duty of the Text is 
forus. Weare doing our own buſineſs. But 
| gk _ though 
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1 Theſſ."4. 11. I 
though it bea good Foundation to build &n 
every way ; yet, except the Lord build the houſe , 
their labour is but loſt that build. Let us therefore 
before we go farther in the work, go to him 
fora bleſſing upon it, &c: 


That ye ſiudy to do your own buſineſs. 
[ Take 1n the word ( ſtudy, ) being4orc'd by 


the neceſlary conſtruction of Grammar 


and Reaſon. For an vbje# without an a, im- 


- 


rts nothing : to do our own buſineſs, may: 
4 as well a fault, as a duty ; but if ſtudy be 
taken in, the ſenſe is certain and perfec, it 1s 
that wherein we ſhall do well to imploy our 
ſtudy. As we are t0 ſtudy to be quiet, lo we are: 
to ſtudy alſo to do our own buſinele. | 
The words will bear two ſenſes;as there are 
two ſorts of offenders about buſineſs, nihil a- 
entes, and aliud agents, And in the words of the 


Apoſtle, kn epyaZguerow and TepepyoZoperas , mg, 


the idle that work not at all, and the buſie-bodies ; ſo "1: 
we tranſlate TeepyzCoperr: The Text will 
reach them both, for either it ſets every one a- 
work, to. find himſelf ſome bufineſs, or it re- 
{trains and confines him to that which is his 
OWn. - 
\ . The formeg againit ldleneſs, im good leſion, 
| ; | * 3 that, 
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that, toawaken the lazy [higgard out of his 
dead ſleep; for, they are, as S. Paul fpeaks of 


'Tin.s.6. his" idle wanton widows, dead while they live. 


T here isno more hte ;nan idle man, then m 
an Idol-god, that hath eyes and fee nat, ears and hear 
not ; but the other ſenſe ſeems to agree þetter 
with the ſcope of the place, and will afford 
work enough for this time, the Apoltle ſeems 
to have obſerved fome among them too much 
buſted in matters that brought trouble and 
difquict to themſelves and others, for reniedie 
whereof he eyoyns them to look to ther own 

bulinefs. | 
Bat how their own? For it may bea fault, 
anda great. one too, fo to doonr own. bufi- 
neſs, as not to regard what becomes of others; 
that if our own turns beſerv'd, and we get, 
 _nomatter who loſes. This is deſervedly for- 
bidden by our Apoſite himſelf to the Philippi- 
ans, chap. 2. ver. 4. Look not every man on. his own 
things, but every man alſo on the things of others. 
And ut the 21. v. complains ofit too, that 
every one ſeeks his own, and not the things 
which'are Jefar Chrifts. But our own hve 
our own zhere,are two difterent.things: That 
which he blames there, is our own of intereſt ; 
- there may be wo muchof our own in that : but 
5h OT 0, © 


__ Adverſaries. 


1 The. 4 18. 
that which he'commands here, '15our own of 


duty and office. In this it muſt be fo much 
our own, that it muſt be none but our own. 


Having rednced the words to their proper 
genuine ſenſe, inthis Leſlon there will fall to 


” belearned theſe particulars. 


7. 'That, there is and ought to be a pRmh 
ONngs 


in buſineſs; that to every one there 


ſomething that he may properly call his own. 
2. The Obligation of Duty and Religion to 


confine himſelf to that which is his own. 


*3- The Operationit hath had*in the World | 
upon our Quiet or Diſquiet. . 
. . 4. Fromtheſe is inferr'd a Neceſsiry to Stu- 
dy it ; That ye ſludy to do your own buſineſs. 
Firſt, That there isa Propriety in Buſineſs. 
[This ruſt be laid for a ground; all thereſt 
elſe will fall to nothing. It will beno Religion 
to keep it ; no vin to break it; no need to 
Study it. 
That which S, Paul ſpake of the Doctrine 
of the Goſpel in general at Epheſur, A great 


door, and e eftual Was opened fo him , and there __ IG, | 


were many Adverſaries ; istrue alſoof this parti- 
cular Doctrine of Propriety, It isa door open 
to all wiſe and ſober men; yet it hath many 


| Q_ z My here 


21 


I. 


- $22 


There is a buſie humour in'the world , to 
lay all common; and it is grown to be. a Se. of 


Religion; yea, more than one; as. many as © 


there are kinds of Propriety, ſo many Secs 


. endeavour to fling down the Incloſures, 


T. 


As firit, There is a Propriety it Goods and 
Foſſeſsions; and againſt this, there riſes a Set 
of Levellers, who tell us from the Pſalmitſt , 


Prat. 11s. The Heavens -are the Lords, but the Earth hath he 


i6,. 


2. 


' themſelves, which they deſpiſe in their Titles; 


given to the Children of men : T hat to which ever 


man hath a Right by the Gift of God, the ' 


Pride and Covetouſneſs of a few have en- 
groſs'd, and made their own... | 

There 1s a Right and Propriety of Reſpe# 
and Honour due to ſome above others. Againſt 
this. ariſes another Se# of Levellers.they call 
Quakers, who refuſe to give; Honour to whom 
Honour, belings: Though this looks like a 
Religion again{t good manners only, or were 
but fome Quarrel with the Grammarians 
againit proper Names; the Mifchief of it 
hes deeper, and is ofthe ſpirit of Anabapriſm, 
who oppole the very Powers and Dignities 


for they cannot be ſo fooliſh, though ſimple 
enough, as to make a Religion of Names 
only. T heſe are dangerous Sets of Levellers 


| both : 
m both ; 
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ſome to-bufineſs, wherein it is not permitted 
-toevery one to interpole, a neceſſity in Na- 


ture requires, The Worlds repleniſhed with 


infinite variety of things, and a great deal of 
 workisto be done to make them uſeful and | 


ſerviceable to us.: Now it is not poſlible for 
every one to do all, and hardly all, in any one 
thing, to gain the full uſe and benefit of it. 
But when the works are diſtributed ſeverally 
to.ſome, the benefit may redound to all. 
 Allthe bulineſs of the- world refers either 
toa Spiritual End, the good of the foul; or to 
a Temporal and Civil, our well-being while 
we live here upon earth : And to both theſe 


Ends God hath appointed and aſſigned parti- 


cular perſons; he id not leave them in com- 
mon. In the Temporal there 1s private bul1- 
neſs and publick. For private. uſe, as in Fa- 
milies, there 1s the buſineſs of the Husband 
and Wife, the Parent and Children, the Ma- 
ſter and Servants : And out of Families , for 


private. 


122 
both; but they lic not in onr way. The'Text 
' toucheth only Levellers of Buſineſs, who think 
they are not fo be barr'd the liberty of doing 
any thing that 1s good ; bonum quo. communius eo 
meliue, and ought not-to be improprate to any. 
But that there 1s a Title and Propriety m 
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Phyſicians. and Advocates, | Husbandmen , 
Merchants and Mariners, -Mechanicks and 
Labourers ; and all thefeare of private nature, 
though of common benefit. | Then'is there 
the publick buſineſs, by whith all theſe are or- 
dered and governed , and they are by S. Peter 
diſtingutſhed to our hands, as that of the King | 
as Supreme , and of Governors ſent by him ; had 
they are Magiſtrates and Judges for Peace, 
Captains and Commanders for War, And 
beſides theſe, there is the bulineſs of Miniſters 
and Aſſiſtants to the Supreme Power, Coun- 
ſellors, Lawyers, Officers and Servants; and 
all theſe are for that temporal end. | 

And for the Spiritual, whoſe buſineſs refers 
to the ſoul theres likewiſe a. Propriety ; as in 
Biſhops to Ordain, Inſtitute and Order the reſt 
of the Clergy ſpecially, and of the whole Dio- 
ceſs occaſionally , as the neceſlity of it ſhall 
require. "Then 1s there the buſineſs of the 
Presbyters, in the ſeveral parts of the Dioceſs, 
in amore particular and immediate Cure and 


Charge, to be directed by, and accountable to 


the Biſhop. There be others Diaconal and Mi- 
niſterial to both. And all together, Temporal 
and Spiritual, as ſeveral Members, make one 
| Bod Y 1 


Of Doing Our Buſmeſs ; 
private uſe likemnſc, there 1s the bulineſs of 


vided his Gifts to every one ſeverally as He will, 
1 Cor. 12. 11. he did not-fcatter them m com- 
mon,but divide them, and all hold in feveralty. 
- And.as that Severance' and Propriety 
ſtands upon good Authority ; ſo Authority was, 
no doubt, | induc't upon reafon of Profit and 
Intereſt. It conducerh more to the common 
good, than Community it: felf could. 

Firſt, It brings Order 'mto| the common 
bulineſs of the world, and that takes away 
confufion, which never did any thing well. 
To avoid fornication, 1 Cor: 7.2. let every man 
hate bis own wife: Upon the fame Equity ,. to 
avoid the promiſcuous tuft and curiofity men 
have to mingle. with any bufinefs, Let every 
man hkewtfe have his own. 

2. Inreaſon all bafinefs will be beft done 
too, by thoſe to whom they are peculiar and 
proper. Arnfici in ſua arte credendum. Nien are 
molt truſted m their own Trades. We traſt 
the Lawyer with our Ettates, the Phyftician 
with our Bodies. I ſay nothing of our Souls ; 
we are fo wiſe at that work , as to truſt none 
but onr felves. Eey 

3+ Yet thodly, T henatweand condition ons 

| tne 


Body ; ard every Member, ſaith the Apofile, 
hath not the ſame office , Rom. 12. 4.. God. di- 


II. 


fo difficult, that every one cannot do, though 
he would; and ſome are ſo mean, that every 
one would not do, though he could : and all 
are ſuch, as through the mercy of God we 
need not do if wewall, unleſs it be.our own 
buſineſs. 

Weare now faln: upon the Second Part, that 
as every one hath ſome bulineſs that is his own, 


ſo Duty and Religion _ him to take upon 
him #0 buſineſs but tis own: vi 


His Leon will not the b eaſily learned, 
as the former: all confinement of it ſelf 
ſcems unealie. He that hath no mind to GO A- 
broad,would not be tied toſlay at home. And 
he that cares for no buſineſs, will take it ill to 
be barr'd any. But this confinement beſides, 
nips the growth and encreaſe of good, where - 
of they think, more would be done if every 
one have free liberty $0 do it ; and therefore 
itisjuſt and reaſonaÞleto allow afy One A Con- 
current juriſdiction by. others in any thing 
that is otherwiſe good, though that be to go- 
vern with the King, to pray and preach , "or. 
what they pleaſe, with the Prieſt. And they 
have as much of propriety as any can have to 


buft- 
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_ thebuſineſsit ſelf, may require it ;*Some are 


bulineſs; yet even -to;,theſe, they think any 
man may, make a ſufficient title,” that hath n- 
derſlanding to know what 1s to be done, as well 
as any other, and- affefion to do it, perhaps 
more then others. And all haverightand in- 
tereſt in the: publick, eſpecially that wherein 
Religion and the ſoul is'concerned ; how God 
may be beſt ſerved, and wherein His glory 
may be molt promated. Will not all theſe 
make a Title good enough to any bulineſs | Inf 
The Glory of. G 0D, indeed, isa highand + 

over-ruling Title ; if we do not ſet it on our 
own heads, as the manner is, to make Gods 
glory ſerve. our own. Otherwiſe that, and 
the reſt are ſuch things, as all men of wiſdom 
or conſcience ſhould have regard to, in any 
buſineſs they undertake ; provided yet it be 
their own. In that every one hath liberty to 
improve his underitanding and knowledg for 
the belt, as well for his own ſoul as the publick 
good : In thatlet the glory of God be the Star 
to guide him. But all tk&&,do not make the 
buſineſs ours ; they argyatgood qualification 
in any for buſineſs, yet give no right or Title to 
it. Great knowledg and skill in the Laws will 
not ſet a man uponthe Bench ; nor of Divinity, 
in the Biſhops Chair ; nor will the dexterous 

| EM olib- 
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hb-oifted tongue put a man into the Pulp; 

gig muſt i, 68 1desa T itle and kong 3 
on to make them ours. | | 

But mult all the obligations we have to the 
Publick good, and to Gods honour, ſtoop to Com- 
misſions, Titles and proprieties, which are but the 
creatures and conſtitutions of men 2 

To this queſtion, I anſwer in the words of 
Job, 13. 7. Will you ſpeak wickedly for God, and talk 
deceitfully for him ? It is deceitful talking;to plead 
for God againſt himſelf, for though it ſhould 
be granted, that the forting of ſeveral employ- 
ments and functions have ſomething of man mm 
them; yet the confirmation and approbation 
of God makes it his, and fo divine : for as God 
hath founded a divine Moral law , upon the 
propriety of goods and poſleffions, Thou fhalt 
not ſteal; yea, Thou ſhalt not covet that which is 
anothers ; and yet it comes not to be anothers, 
but by humane Laws: So though different ſtates 
of life and employments have ſomewhat in 
them by diſpoſition of Law,or our own choice; 
yet upon them is alſo rounded this moral duty, 
to keep within thoſe bounds : For thou 
men laid the Land-marks , yet God command- 
ed They ſhould not be removed, Deut. 19. t5. 

It 194 kind of Burglary to break mto 4no- 
ther 


| 1 Theſſe 4. 11. 


ther mans buſneſs, as well as into another 


mans houſe : or if you wall not allow it to' be 
theft to have anothers buſineſs found with 
you, asit is to have anothers goods ; it 1s as 1ll 
astheſt in S. Peter's opinion. The Murtherer, the 
Thief, the Eril-doer, the Buſie-body ; there's a Meſſe 
of them, he puts them all alike together, 
1 Pet. 4. 15. | 

To ſhut up this point, It the glory of God, 
and the publick Good, and ſuch like fair preten- 
ces, might let us looſe upon one anothers bu- 
fineſs, it would quickly bring us round, where 
we were, to that confuſion and diſorder, for 
\ remedy whereof, the Apoſtle added this Lel- 
ſon tothe former. We ſhall never learn to 
be quiet well, unleſs we learn alſo to keep 
within our own buſineſs.” $503 16 

Yet I deny not, but that Diſcord and Di: 
ſention have other cauſes beſides; for, of Pride 
cometh contention, ſaith Solomon, Prov. 13.10. And 
from coverouſneſs, ſaith S. James, they defire, and 
hare not, James 4. 2. It istrue of other Lulſts, 
Wrath, Revenge, Envy, Slander, and Curio- 
fity too, break the peace too often, and had 
need. be bound to their good behaviour all.:: 
Yetwe may obſerve it, ' T hat none of all theſe 
doacually any great miſchief that way , till 
| Pp. R 2 they 
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they firſt bring it tothis, till it draws us from 


our own ſtation, and fling us upon forme 
thing that 1s none of our own bulneſs. 


i? HE. truth of this will more fully be ſeen 
 1n the ThirdPart, which comes next to 
be conſidered , The Operation it hath had in 
the world, by diſturbing the Peace and Quiet of 
it. Meum and Tuum hath not fail'd it with more 
Suits and Contentionsin our Goods and Pol- 
ſeſſions, than it hath in the actions and buſineſs 
of our lives, What is our own, and what 1s 
not our own. ICs Fang 
| To arraign all that are gulty of breaking 
this Rule in ſeveral kinds, would ask a long 
rg" We will therefore take notice only 
ere of the attempts upon Government and Fe- 


_ ligion, bythoſe whoſe buſineſs it was not; be- 


cauſe the moſt and greateſt tempeſts and 
ſtorms in the Chriſtian World, have blown 
from that Coaſt. _ $ | 

The Wars and Combuitions over all Ialy 


| and Germany, in the time of the Emperor, 


HENRI the 4th, had their beginning 
from-hence. Pope Hildebrand, GREG. vy. 
not content with that which his Charge and 
Ofhce of Biſhop allow'd him, began to mea- 

| ſure 
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ſure out to himſelf a Greatneſs equal to the 
City he ferv'd in, which: had been Domicilium 
Imperii., firſt brake in upon the Temporal 
Power , not heard of betore in the Church, 
though then a T houſand years old : Where, 
for the better ſupport of his Greatneſs, he en- 
deayoured to get into his Diſpoling , all 
Church-Promotions ; and for that end, call'd 
a Council at Rome of a tew Biſhops for his pur- 
pole, and there Decteed all Parronages and Do- 
nations by Lay-men, Princes not excepted, to be 
void, and of no effect in Law. W hat could be 
expected from ſo Unjuit a Decree, but vehe- 
ment Oppolition, and: a bloody Diſpute ? 
What troubles the ſame Patronage and Inveſti- 
ture of Biſhops brought preſently after into this 
Kingdom, our Stories are-full of. But the an- 
gry Pope, when he ſaw he could not yn 
enjoy the Rights of the-Crown, falls fiercely 
upon the Crown it ſelf, and would be Maſter 
of that too; and then he thought he ſhould 
Rule to purpole for the Catholick Cauſe. And 
for an Etlay of this bold Uſurp'd Power, fairly 
Depſed the Emperor, and abſolv/d his Subjects 
of their Obedience. This was certainly no 
Biſhops buſineſs. He may bleſs the Corona- 
tion, not difpoſe of the Crown. He may pray 
: for 
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for a Godly and Peaceable Government un- 
der it, not make a prey of it. To abſolve Pe- 
nitents of their Sins, 18a Biſhops work ; not 
of their Daties ; that is not to remit their Sins, 
but to make them Sinners. Now what was 
likely to be the effect of all this; but that which 
hapned, Wars and Combuitions over the whole 
Empire ? 
Though that Pope did not long out-live 
that Feite of his, yet his Succeſlors and their 
Paraſites have ſo ply'd the Caule ever ſince 
that time, ſome directly, ſome indiretly, that 
the firets not yet extinguiſhed. Now if the 
Pope met with ſome Princes that would not 
= his Rangin thus m their Domimions , 
but thought it high time to quit his Miter, to 
ſecure their Crowns, he may thank himſelf 
for it. They may call it a Schiſm, it they pleaſe; 
but it is a Schiſm without a Sin. That word 
will hurt none ſo much as the Cauſers and 
Authors of it; For it 1s but reaſonable and 
ju{t, That if the Pope would not know his bu- 
{ineſs, that Princes {ſhould know theirs. This 1s 
my F:rjt Initance, of the Troubles that by this 
means brake into the whole Church. 
We need not go far from home for ao- 
ther, We werein aſad caſe not long fince 
mn 


1 Theſſ. 4.11. 

in this Kingdom by a Civil War. IT meddle 
not with the fault, let that ſleep under the 49 
of Oblivion. We may, I truſt, without offence, 
enquire into the cauſe of it. What were they 
doing that gave us that diſquiet ? Look upon 

- the Szandardſet up for the War; I mean, the 
' . moſt Execrable Covenant, Ruomodo legis ? 
how read you there ? was1t not medling with 
buſineſs was none of their own ? They Cove- 
nanted fax{t to extirpate the Government of the 
Church eſtabliſhed by Law, That Law, with 
hands lifted up to Heaven, they ſwore they 
would aboliſh. The Legiſlative Power we know 
in whom it is, to make or mend Laws; it was. 
none of their buſineſs. In this they were cer- 
tainly too bold with the Kings Scepter. At the 
next turn they take hold of his Sword too, and 
engape themſelves toa mutual Defence againſt 
all Oppoſition. This alfo was none of their bu- 
ſineſs. For though a Self-defence may be allow'd 
as natural to all; 1t 18againſ(t private, not pub- 


lick Oppoſition; and then too, as Divines.. 


generally reſolve, Cum moderamine inculpate Tu- 
zele; never to the hurt of others; that is, 
Every man may defend himſelf clypeo, but not 
every one gladio. The Swerd 1s the Kings, 
and He that takes it from any hand but His, 
where. 
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Of Doing Our Buſmeſs' 
where God hath plac'd.it, ſbalk periſh-with the = 


Sword. In this the Covenanters, as ill as they 
like Biſhops, would be,in the Apoſtles phraſe, 
«>Aorpo erioxoroy the worlt ſort of Bilhops, 
that is, medlers in buſineſs was none of- their 
own. The Worſh'ppers of the Covenant have 
therefore been well dealt with , as the wor- 
ſhippers of the Golden Calf were by Moſes, Exod. 
32. 20. Ashe made them drink that, ſo have 
they been made to eat this ; though ſome of 
them be found of fo fooliſhly diltempered ito- 
macks, that they chooſe rather to part with 
that which 1s their own, than renouncea Buſei- 
nefs was none of their own, But the Cove- 
nant 1s paſt, and let it go. I wiſh for quiet ſake, 
we may never hear of the like again. 
This was tranſient : But there {till remains 
a permanent and habitual Diſturbance of our 
Peace, in the multitude and ſwarms of S:zcrs 
and Factions in Religion, to which it is natu- 
rally and inſeparably inherent: An incurable 
miſchief; like the Zeproſie on the walls, that 
could not be cleanſed, but by pulling down the 
Houſe. From theſe we have felt already but 
too much, and have cauſe yet to fear more. 
But can we charge them with doing a bu- 
ſineſs is noneof their own? Can any thing be 
| more 


ge « .. 


more properly our own buſineſs, than the'care 
of our ſouls, and to ſerve God in the beſt manner 
that our underſlandirgs and Conſciences ſhall direQ us ? 

They are miſtaken that think the Charge 
lies upon this iſſue, what every man may Þ 
for himſelf and his own ſalvation. He may 
without queſtion do very much, for he may 
keep all Gods Commandments, if he can; 
and when he cannot, he may be truly contrite 
and penitent for breaking them ; and then he 
may afluredly believe his fins ſhall be forgiven 
him by the merits and paſſion of our Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt. And agam, He may ſerve and 
worſhip God with as much fervency and de- 
votion as he can and will ; he may abound in 
Charity, Meekneſs, Humulity, Patience and 
Temperance, and all other Chriſtian yertues : 
And ſo long as.ye thus follow that which is good, faith 


9. Peter, who will harm you? And may fay too, , ...., 


who can hinder you in all this? but if he 
makes himſelf a party in a Se, if there be 
aſſembling together in companies, gather 
Congregations, incorporate in a Body , mo- 
dule Churches, give Laws of Do&rine and 
Worſhip,ſet up Teachers and Leaders of their 
own; to all this they have as little Right, as 
they have need. A man may go far, ye ſee, in 

S y Religion, 
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Religion; without tronbling any ; and if-then 
they fallinto ſome Error or Mzbelief in: Rel- 
gion, they ought not to be ſeverely handled ; 
but when they betake themſelves toa Sef,that 
alters the caſe, it will then be compaſſion m1- 
ftaken. A Locuſt alone is no fuch perilous 
beaſt to be fear'd or regarded by any; but 
when they come in ſhoals and ſwarms, and 
cover the face of the earth, they are a plague 
to the Countrey where they light. Soto look 
upon a Seary {ingle, who out of ſ1mplicity 
and good meaning follows his Conſcience , 
our hearts ſhould be every whit as tender for 
them, as their Conſciences are. ' But if we look 
upon them in Company, they are asill and dan- 
gerous as the company they are found in ; and 
the danger ofall popular Meetings, and. Afl6- 
ciationsto a State;makes it the proper buſineſs 
ofa King and his Miniſters to lokes it, and 
' to provide againſt '1t; wherein the care hath 
been taken, deferves 2 juſt commendation. 
15:Agdyer when F affert and referthis baſt- 
neſs 60) the & F'N-G, FHookto be call'd toan 
account for that ; For they take the boldneſs 
by way' of recr:mination , to turn the Text 
upon. the King hmfelt, That His Power js 
Civil,” and Matters of the Church and "Religion 


are 
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This is, T confeſs, 'too weighty 4 matter to 
be here thruſt into the corner of a Sermon ; 
yet it will be neceſſary toſay ſo muchas may 
ſomewhat lay that loud clamour againſt 'it : 


For the Papiſis and Presbyterians\ both,” how ill 


ſoever they may agree 1n other matters; hunt 


in couples againlt the Kings Power and S H- 


PREMACT. But as we denie not all ts: others 
in their places ; ſo we claim not*all for the 
King. Tf I ſhall but only now ſet out His 
Partin matters of the Church, it will' appear 
ſufficiently, that he is Refiw in Curia, ands 
rightin the Text, and takes not upon him 
buſineſs which is not his own. "4 £X07 £175 

Weacknowledge the Civil and Eccleſiaſtical 
to be two diſtin Powers ; and though they 
may be both m one Perſon, and were origj- 
nally fo; yet by the Divine, poſitive Laws both 
of Jews and Chriſtians , they were ſo diſtin- 

iſhed, that though one perfon were capable 
of both, yet not without a lawful Tizle and In- 


veltiture to either. I cannot therefore think, 


That the King isan Eccleſiaſtical Perſon, who 
was never Ordained or Conlecrated to be ſo. 
Therefore when ſome Learned m our Laws 


afirm, Thatthe K ING is Supreme Ordi- 
OD 2 nary; 


WP 44, RF 
are Ecclefiaſtical,'and: ſo'none' of his buſineſs. 
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n Of Doing Our Buſmeſe; 


nary, and mixtaperſona, it muſt be underſtood 
in ſome other ſenſe, and for ſome other pur- 
ole; for we do not find that he attempts the 
oing any thing that is the proper act of an 
Eccleſiaſtical Perſon. 

Yes, they ſay, he claims by his Title of 
Supremacy, To govern all perſons in all cauſes, as 
el Eccleſiaſtical as Civil, 

We acknowlede this to be his juſt Title ; 
but deny, that he doth any thing by it, which 
3snot properly his own buſineſs, and in Fight 
of his Crown. That he is the Fountain alſo 
ofall Eccleſtaſtical Jurifdi&tion, though it be 
not exprelly in his Title, we acknowledge to 
be in his Power. But here I muſt crave leave 
to ſay ſomething of the nature and notion of 
TJurx1sD1cTION, though- it fhall taſt ſome- 
what of the race and harſhneſs of the School; 
yet much ofthe Caſe depends upon it, and no 
little miſtakes there are about it. 

It is agreed generally, That there isin the 
Churcha Power of Orders, and a Power of 
Juriſdiftion diſtin; that is, for the Power, 
though not diſtin in the objeF and matter of 
that power ; for that is the ſame in both : As, 
preaching Gods Word, adminiſtring the Sar” 
craments, or the Cenſures of the Church, are 


of 
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of the power of Orders. And the putting all, 
or any of theſe in execution, is by a power of 
Juriſdifion. T he former,as Divines diſtinguiſh, 
isa power 1n habity, the other in a##. So that 
Juriſdifion is nothing elſe, but a power to do _aftu- 
ally, what was potentially or habitually receiv'd in 
Orders. | | 

I do not here take Furiſdi&io in the ſtrict 

vulgar ſenſe, to be a power jus dicendi inter partes 
ktigantes only, as the word imports; but more 
largely, as it reacheth to any a of Order, 
without which it cannot lawfully be put in 
execution. 
Now the Queſtion here will. be, How a 
King can be the Fountain of the Eccleſiaſtical Juriſ- 
difion us din his Dominions, who neither givs Orders 
himſelf, not executes any ; that is, bath neither power 
of Orders, nor Power of Juriſdifion? 

My Anſwer to this Queſtion, is, That the 
Kings Power lies without both theſe, and is 
that which gives Commiſſion and Faculty to 

erſons ordained to execute their Orders 
within his Domiions. And the Reaſon, 
Ground and Neceflity of that is, Becauſe the 
Eccleſiaſtical Function cannot be put in exe- 
cution, but by ſuch ways and means as are ab- 
ſolutely and originally in the King,and inFight 
of his Crown, As firſt, | There 
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There mult be ſome Subjefs upon whom 
they may execute their Eccleliaftical Orders ; 
now all the Subje&s within his Dominions , 
are the Kings, who mult of neceſſity loſe fo 
much ofthe Right he had in them, as any o- 


- ther aſſumes without Him. ' From hence 


rows his Right to order and conſtitute Dio- 
ceſſes and Parithes,and tofſet them their bounds 
and limits; thatis, upon which of his Sub- 
jects, and how far he will allow them reſpec- 
tively to execute their Orders; for without 
thoſe bounds, it 1s not, nor 1s us'd to be taken 
for any part of their buſineſs. | 
To the publick exerciſe of Religion the peo- 
ple muſt meet together. And all aſſemblings of 
people together,are abſolutely in the Power of 
Princes ; all States in all times have ever been 
jealous of them, and provided ſevere Laws 
againſt them for it is impoſſible, be the pre- 
tences of meeting never ſo fair, to govern peo- 
ple;and keep them quiet long, if they may nl 
liberty to flock together at their pleaſures. 
When they are met together, there muſt be 
{ome to teach and mſtruf them. How dange- 
rous a thing 1t is promiſcuouſly to ſuffer Ha- 
rangues and Orations to be made to the people 
by ſuch who poſlibly may be Trumpets of 
| | Sedi- 
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ment; and ſpeaking evil of Dignities, may -in- 


flame people to Rebellion ? We have known 
ſuch things done. It is therefore neceſlary , 
that none be allow'd that liberty to ſpeak to 
Multitudes aſſembled together, but ſuch with 
whoma King may ſafely truſt his people. And 
this gives him a Fight and Capacity of Pazro- 
nage and Nomination to Eccleſiaſtical Charges ? 
. Leſt the Defrine which they teach the 

people, ſhould be ſuch as would amuſe them 
with Novelties, or occaſion Alterations, and 
foment Diviſions, or any way diſturb the 
Peace of the Kingdom ; i 1sjuft and reafon- 
able that the King ſhould confine them with- 
in the compaſs of certain Articles and Do- 
atrines of Religion, which - gives Him a Right 
to that, which in other reſpects, no doubt, be- 
longs to the care of the Church. 

But beſides the Articles of Peace, we find 
that the King mm His Laws declares what 1s 
Hereſie : That, ifany thing,ſeems tobe the pro- 
per work of the Ecclefiaſtical Power ; yet even 
11 that he 1s not ont at his own Civil bulineſs. 
| For ſeeing meer Ectleſtaltical Cenfures are 
found not tobe of ſufficient- force to ſpppreſs 
dangerous and Heretical Opmions , "_—_ | 

tne 
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the ule of the :zemporal Sword : Out of the care 
the King hath of the Lives and Eſtates of His 
Subjects, he will not let His Sword looſe to the 
will of others, who by declaring what they 
leaſe to be Hereſte, may bring themin peril ; 
He therefore confines them to ſuch caſes only, 
wherein He is content His Sword ſhould be 
made uſe of. Thus 1s all, and 1s that which 
mult be allowed to be the proper buſineſs of the 
King toaſlign, how far, and in what caſes His . 
Temporal Power and Sword ſhall be em- 
ploy , and can be no invading the Eccle- 
1aſtical. 

But laſtly, Is not this the ſame wrong and 
illaſf1on we charge the Pope with, who in order 
to his Spiritual End, Uſurps the Temporal 
Power; ſo the King in order to his Temporal 
Government, Alas, es the Ecclehiaitical 2 

No, the caſe is far different ; If the Pope 
did order temporals by ſpiritual means only , 
4. e. Eccleſiaſtice, we had the leſs to ſay againſt 
him ; he is not out of the wayof a Biſhops 
pones: though he ſhould abuſe it. But he for 
us ſpiritual end,uſurps temporal means, and takes 
upon hum to diſpoſe of 9g 2p Eſtates.that is 
none of his buſineſs. But the King in ordering 
Eccleſiaſtical things to His temporal end, uſes 


no 


no Eccleſiaſtical means, but temporal only, 
* whichare his proper buſineſs, He doth not 
excommunicate the Pope out of the Church, 
as the Pope would do him out of his temporal 
Dominions. But the King , if he ſee caule, 
may baniſh him and his Emiſlaries out of his 
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Kingdom. That cannot be deny'd to be the . 


proper bulineſs ofa King to ſecure and free his 
Kingdom from any thing that is deſtructive 
to it. Now it in all this the King moves not out 
of his own civil Sphere, to return toour Sefa- 
ries, who put us upon this digrefſion, they till 
remain as we left them, guilty of doing much 
that is none of their own buſineſs. 

What thenis to be. done with them? Ac- 
cording to a late Statute, a Mittimue (I think) 
might be made to ſend them to priſon; but 
the Apoſtle here deals more kindly with them, 
and ſends them only to School to ſtudy better, 
which is my Fourth and laſt Point. 


Hat ye ſtudy to do your own buſinef. T will 

take no more out of the word Study, 

then what any one underſtands to be init; A 

ſerious weighing and conſidering of the matter; 
and there 1s need of it. | | 

'Thefirſt thing the Student 1s to do before 

p 3 he 
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he takes in hand any matter of importance, to 
ſet down and confider whether it be his own 
buſineſs, or no ; what Title he can make to it. 
It is utterly a fault amongſt us, to think that 
no part of our buſineſs; to conſider whether 
it be our buſineſs or no. If a qualm comes o- 


ver the ftomack, that we begin to grow Go- 


vernment-ſick, or that the Ceremonies and Su- 
perſtitions of the Church offend us, preſently 
without further diſpute, what ever comes of 
it, it is reſolved we will have a better Govern- 
ment, and a more pure and reformed Church. 
T hat is commonly concluded, bgfore this be 
diſputed. No good. Student will do fo, con - 
clude without premiſes. We mult fee whe- 
ther it be our own bulinefs firſt, how we can 
derive a Title to it. | | 

We know,thatGovernment and Religion come 
both originally from God , to which none can 
have Right, but they to whom God hath ſet 
over, and entruſted the Care and Charge of 
ether ; -Qur part is to ſee by what mean Con- 


peyance it comes from them to us. If we have _ 


nothing to ſhew that either of them have 
been particularly committed to us, we may 
fafely and certainly conclude, it is none of our 
buſineſs. 

: Every 
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Every Student mnit obſerve a good me- 
thid m his ſtudy; whereof one Rule is, To 
proceed a manifeſtis ad obſcuriora: Let him be- 
gin at that which is without queſtion his own 
buſineſs. Hath he done all that belongs to his 
proper place and Function, which 18 certainly 
his own ? Or hath he a Family at home to go 


vern, that no doubt 1s his too? Are his Wite , 


and Children, and Servants well ordered, all 
as they ſhould be? S. Paul gives a charge to 
Timothy, not to ſet a Biſhop over the Church , 
who hath not governed his own Family well. 
Though ſome have not a Farmily without, yet 
every one hath a Family within, anda large 
onetoo: To rule his paſſions and inordinate 


defires only, ask a world of work, and they | 


will find it ſo, whenever they ſet themſelves 
upon it. | 

What a prepoſterous method and courle js 
it to hunt eagerly after Liberty from ſome ima- 
ginary Preflure in Government; or ſome poor 
Ceremony im the Church, while in the mean 


time wweare true ſlaves to ſome baſe, vile luſt 


within us. Here we ſhould begin to ſet our 
ſelves at liberty from our ſelves. And this the 
method of Charity requires, as wellas the me- 
thod of Arr. Charity begins always at home, at 

T 2 our 
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our own buſineſs. Tantumne ab re tua otii eſt tibi, 


was well ſaid in the Comedy, Aliena ut Cures. 


True Charity will find no letſure for other's 


work, till her own be done. If this method. 


were carefully obſerv'd, the world would be 
a great deal quieter then 1t 1s. 
Study will be therefore needful in this caſe, 


becaule otherwiſe unconſ{idering men are apt 


to be carried away with the fair ſhew of Zeal 
and Religion in reforming others ; they take it 
for a wrong from any that think not ſo of it : 
But by conſidering well, they will find they 
are diſappointed of that hope; for whatſoever 
ſets them on work, it cannot be true Religion, 
thatisnot contrary to it ſelf. All Students 
know, that One truth 1s not repugnant to an- 
other ; nor one vertue to anather. 
Religion doth not make men fools,to employ 
themſelves in that whereof there comes no good. 
All we do in other mens buſineſs, runs walt. 
S. Paul, 2 T heſ]. 3. It. calls it idlenef, pndiy 
£fy&Copevous GAAG TELEpyaQoperes, working not at 
all; but are buſie-bodies ; buſte,and yet not work 
at all.He ſays the ſame of his Widows of pleaſure, 
1 Tim. 5. 3. T hat they were apy=i and Tepiepyor, 
idle, and buſte-bodies both. He thinks that not 
worthy to be call'd bulineſs, which is not 
Gur own. BE: 


aſter : For the conſcience of doing it, makes 


 tribuere, Juſtice lets every man enjoy his own. 
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- And yet, Secondly, There isa worſe mat- 2. "2 
terin it than Wleneſs. It charges: our account 
more than needs; and there is no Wiſdom in 
that ; for when the Conſcience brings us'in 
more work than either God or Man particu- 
larly requires, though it be not our own of 
Duty here, 1t will be our own in Account here- 


it ours howſoever; and fo guilty both of it, 
and all the miſcheif that comes by it. 
'Tis againſt Juſtice: That doth ſuum cuique 3. . , 


He that takes upon him another mans buſineſs, 
becaule he can .% it better, ( for that's the great 
pretence, to do that which 1s beſt ) may as well 
take another mans Purſe, becauſe he will ſpend 
the money better. I think we will hardly allow 
of that Juſtice. h 

'Tis againl{t Hope,that Chriſtian hope which 4: 
ſupports us in all our Sufferings and AfMiRti- 
ons. Whereof, when S. Peter, 1 Ep. 4. c. had 
for the conſolation of his Countrey-men, ſcat- 
tered abroad, pour'd out a plentiful meaſure, 
v. 13. 14. Rejoice, in as much ye are partakers of 
Chriſts ſufferings, that when bis glory ſhall be re- 
weal'd, ye may be glad alſo with exceeding joy.Ver. 14. 
If ye be reproached for the-Name of Chriſt, happy are 

I W; 
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ye; for the. Spirit. of Glory, and of God refleth upm 
you. 'But preſently in the v&y next words, 
zer. 15. he puts man exception to buſie-bo- 
dies; they have nopart or thare in that con- 
ſolation : Let none v 2 ſuffer as a Murtherer, or 
aThief, or a Buſie-body. T hey have as little right 
to the comfort in ſuffering, as they had to the 
buſineſs for which they ſuffer. 

Laſtly, As it diſappoints them of the hope 
of that Mercy from God ; fo it caſts them into 
the ſnare of the Devil. It was fate and wiſe Coun- 
ſel the Apoſtle gives, Eph. 4. 27. Not to give 
place tothe Devil. He whoſe bufie thoughts car- 
ries him -abroad, to pry into, and meddle in 
others bufinefs, gives place to the Devil in the 
mean time to enter in, rapſack and diſorder all 
at home, where there 1s none to reliſt him: 
There isno better fence againitthe Devil, than 
this, i inpenerit occupatos, 1f he finds us diligently 
employ'd at home in our own bulinels, 

If for all this, the medling Reformers of 
others would be thought the men of Religion, 
and of the firfl rate tOO; Let them know, That 
itis of ſucha Religionas hath neither Prudence 
in it, nor Charuy,nor Juſtice,nor Hope;nor Sie 
- And when he hath weigltd all theſe miſchiets 
that follow the breaking thisRule; bb 

Let 
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Let him'in the next place; conſider the be- 


and with that I will conclude. This Leflon 
was ſet us of purpoſe by the Apoſtle to ſecond 
and enforce the othee of Peace and Rue. The 
beſt way to be quiet with others, is to be biifte 
with our ſelves. It is the natural and genuine 


efle of it. All diſcord and difſention mult be, 


between'two, either perſons-or- parties; and. 
that which commonly kindles the fire} is envy, 


or ſome ſuppoſed injury; now he thatintends. 
his own buſineſs only, cangiveno occaltonto. 


others, ofeither envy or complaint ;-#ad/{oin. 
recompence of FIG nh; to his own buſineſs, 


he ſhall quietly fit under his own Vine; and: 


under his own Fig tree; he ſhall have own: 
for own. Cr a aoich CUeRs Ed 

Laſily, Beſides this outward quiet with 0- 
thers, 1t will produce another withm us, the: 
quiet and tranquillity of the Conſcience, without. 
which outward peace may prove toſome but 
a quiet paſlage here, to eternal miſery hereaf- 
ter. But this makes ita thorough quiet, both 
{1des alike, within and without ; & it layes 
thoſe buſte, unſatisghed thoughts within us, 
which otherwiſe gives. trouble both to vur- 


 ſelvesand others: That when we ſee not, or 
| WONT 5 


nefit that comes by keeping it. At that I began, 
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